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Bishop Joe Vásquez greets Rita Jonse, a long-
time parishioner of St. Joseph Parish in Manor. 
St. Joseph has broken ground and construction 
on the new church will begin soon. (Photo by  
Shelley Metcalf)

By Darci Swisher | Correspondent

Bishop Joe Vásquez celebrated litur-
gical groundbreakings in June for three 
new churches being built one after 
another in Austin’s eastern ring — a 
first for the Diocese of Austin.

“This is just one more sign of the 
growth in the diocese as we begin 
building these new churches here on 
the eastern edge of the city of Aus-
tin,” said Bishop Vásquez at the first 
groundbreaking, at St. Joseph Parish in 
Manor, on June 16. “Please pray for us 
as we begin this project.”

The groundbreakings continued 
on June 19 at Santa Barbara and San 
Francisco Javier parishes in Austin. All 
included the Liturgy of the Word and a 
blessing, with the footprint of the new 
churches marked and wooden crosses 
erected where the altars will be placed.

Construction for the churches is 
being funded with gifts to the Encoun-

Capital campaign helps fund new churches on Austin’s eastern edge
tering Christ campaign, which raised 
$97.5 million — 114% of its $85 million 
goal — to strengthen parishes and min-
istries in Central Texas. The diocese 
reserved $10 million from the campaign 
to build these three new churches as 
well as a fourth to be constructed at 
Sacred Heart Parish in Elgin.

“Today, we’ve broken ground on 
our new church, which they have been 
waiting for, for many, many years,” said 
Father Henry Cuellar Jr., administrator 
of St. Joseph Parish in Manor. “The 
community of St. Joseph is a close-
knit community, and this is a vibrant 
expression of the growth and the love 
of Christ that they share here as one 
family. We’re very happy and joyful for 
this great celebration, and we look for-
ward to the day that we can consecrate 
our new church.”

St. Joseph established a building 
fund 25 years ago and had already pur-
chased the property, according to Rita 
Jonse, a lifelong member. “We had five 
acres and we’ve just outgrown it,” she 
said. “It’s like I told the bishop, it’s not 
that we want the church. We need the 
church.”

She added, “We just have to thank 
the good Lord for our blessings.”

Recent population growth has 

stretched the four parishes along the 
I-35 corridor just east of Austin beyond 
their physical and ministerial capaci-
ties. Only about 1,400 seats are current-
ly available for the estimated 52,000 
Catholics who have settled in this 
area on Austin’s eastern edge, and the 
current parishes are not financially able 
to build the large worship spaces they 
now require.

“This church is very important for 
me because for all of us here in this 
church, we’re like a family — we all 
help each other,” said Jessica Jaramillo, 
a parishioner of Santa Barbara Parish. 
“This building is a demonstration of 
what we are doing to increase our faith 
and to be with Christ.”

Patrick Baker, director of Facilities 
Planning for the Diocese of Austin, 
detailed the steps being taken during 
the construction process to ensure cam-
paign gifts are wisely used. San Francis-
co Javier, Santa Barbara and St. Joseph 
will have identical floor plans, and 
Sacred Heart’s will be similar. Each will 
have individual front elevations, interior 
color schemes and artwork. The same 
architects, engineers and contractor are 
being used, and the churches are being 

built with pre-engineered steel frames. 
In addition, construction on the first 

three churches will begin two to three 
weeks apart, allowing crews to move 
seamlessly from one site to the next, 
Baker said. The savings will be “sub-
stantial enough to make it worth it.”

Sisters Sylvia Vallejo Zachmann and 
Blanca Vallejo’s grandparents helped 
build the original church at San Fran-
cisco Javier Parish. The siblings are 
doing their part to help build the new 
church by volunteering on San Francis-
co Javier Parish’s Encountering Christ 
campaign committee.  

“This is a dream come true,” Zach-
mann said. “For the last 30 years, we’ve 
been waiting for a new church.”

Vallejo added, “We’re so excited 
to be here on the grounds of our new 
church after all of the dreaming. My 
parents and grandparents were part of 
that first church, and now I’m part of 
this one. I can’t wait to see when it’s all 
constructed and ready.”

In June Bishop Joe Vásquez led the ground-
breaking ceremonies for three new churches 
on the eastern edge of the city of Austin. St. 
Joseph Parish in Manor, Santa Barbara and San 
Francisco Javier parishes in Austin will begin 
construction on new churches in the next few 
weeks. (Photo by Gabriel Lujan)



CATHOLIC SPIRIT2

Father Sean DeWitt was 
ordained to the priest-
hood on July 9, 2016. He 
is currently living in Rome 
and serves as an official 
at the Supreme Tribunal 
of the Apostolic Signatu-
ra, which is the Supreme 
Court of the Catholic 
Church. For more infor-
mation on vocations in the  
Diocese of Austin, visit  
godiscalling.me.
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V O I C ES

CALLED BY NAME

OFFICIAL APPOINTMENTS 
• Father Miguel Angel Gonzalez Lopez, TOR, has been appointed pastor of St. Joseph Parish in Bell-

mead (Waco), effective July 5.
• Father Luis “Poncho” Alfonso Martinez Gallo, DJ, has been appointed parochial vicar of Sacred Heart 

Parish in Austin, effective June 16. 
• Father Gonzalo Villaseca, ISP, has been appointed parochial vicar of Santa Cruz Parish in Buda, effec-

tive July 5.
 • Deacon Ralph Poyo has been assigned to St. Patrick Parish in Hutto, effective July 1.

OBITUARY
Dominican Sister Guadalupe Soria died June 14 at St. Dominic Villa in Hazel Green, Wisconsin. The 

funeral Mass was held at the Dominican motherhouse, Sinsinawa, June 19, with the burial June 21 in the 
Motherhouse Cemetery. Sister Soria served on the Dominican Preaching Team in Austin in 1977, 1978, 
and 2000-2001, and in pastoral care at Casa Guadalupe Center in Austin from 1992-2000.  Memorials  
may be made to the Sinsinawa Dominicans, 585 County Road Z, Sinsinawa, WI, 53824-9701 or at  
www.sinsinawa.org/donate.

ADVISORY
Anyone who knows the whereabouts of Deborah Yvonne Rechenthin Danysh or Maria de Lourdes 

Moncada Ramirez is requested to notify James Sierra at (512) 949-2535.

By Father Sean DeWitt | Guest Columnist

A wiry college student during a semester 
abroad in Italy, my roommates and I were engaged 
in the usual nighttime musings ranging from ex-
pansive theories about history and politics to the 
heights of the nature of God and women –– you 
know the kind of conversation that ends with a 
clear determination of how to solve all the world’s 
problems –– when I heard myself say, “I think 
some of us are called to both, you know. We could 
be a father or a priest, and well some of us are just 
gonna have to suck it up and become priests.” 

Little did I know that less than a month later I 
would be on the phone with then Msgr. Michael 
Sis (now bishop of San Angelo) –– who was pulling 
an all-nighter to talk to me, by the way –– discuss-
ing the process for entering seminary. Next there 
was the conversation with my parents –– again 
on the phone. I am pretty sure I called and woke 
them up in the middle of the night –– there were 
landlines still in 2009. 

My dad said, “My job was to raise a son who 
loves God and can take care of himself.” Job well 
done, Dad! 

And then the big conversation with my girl-
friend. “You know, we can still pray the rosary 
together to finish our Lenten penance.” 

Let me extend some unsolicited advice: If you 
are a college student and praying a daily rosary 
with your girlfriend, just own it. Call Father Greg 
Gerhart, the Vocations director for the Diocese of 
Austin. He is a good friend of mine.

Often times these vocation stories are cast in the 
cinematic rags to riches sort of trajectory. Mystical 
experiences, deep voices in prayer, St. Augustine 
kind of stuff: “take up the book and read!” Roll 
montage of past life of sin, repentance and conver-
sion. Don’t get me wrong, these moments are real. 
Everyone has that moment when they finally hear 
the Lord say, “Come, follow me, and I will make 
you fishers of men.” I know I had mine while on a 
retreat not long after that late night conversation. 
But most of the time, it’s a long time coming. The 
Lord has to call, to shout and break through our 
deafness and flash, shine and dispel our blindness 
so we can finally see what he does, what many oth-
ers see as well –– a man ready to serve the Lord. 

Our backgrounds are different, as well as our 
personalities and histories. I grew up in the small 
town of Dripping Springs –– though not without 
some influential years in Massachusetts as some 
will remind me. I loved playing basketball and 
trumpet in the marching band, found school to 
be an ever-growing interest, and drove a truck 
(F-150), which I still miss. Yet, many of us were 
also active in our parish youth ministries, served 
at the altar, sang in the choir for Mass –– even 
led the choir –– and did not fail to spend time in 
prayer even if at the behest of our parents and 
mentors. 

At some point, though, a man decides how he is 
going to serve, how he is going to give back. Are 
you ready to serve the Lord?

The Lord is calling; are we listening, are we ready to serve?
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Spotlight on ministry: Scott Whitaker
Scott Whitaker serves as the diocesan director of Stewardship and Development, a position he has held for more than 18 years. In this 
role, he oversees all aspects of the Stewardship and Development Office, including the Catholic Services Appeal (CSA) and the Encoun-
tering Christ Campaign (ECC).
“Managing the temporal goods of the church is vitally important. It takes money to do God’s work,” Whitaker said.
One of the most rewarding parts of his job is working with people throughout the diocese.
“There are so many wonderful and generous people in the diocese, and my greatest joy is connecting them with the mission of the 
church,” Whitaker said.
Recently, he was named as the 2021 recipient of the Saint Joseph Stewardship Award for Distinguished Service presented by the board of 
directors of the International Catholic Stewardship Council (ICSC).
He considers the award a big honor, but graciously admits that all of his work is a team effort.
“I work with a great team of individuals who are committed to serving the church,” he said. “I couldn’t do what I do without them.”
One of the most challenging aspects of his ministry is meeting the needs of the people and parishes with limited resources. 
“The growth in Central Texas is outpacing our ability to fund new churches, schools, serve the poor and form new leaders. There is much 
work to be done,” he said.
Whitaker and his wife have been married for 25 years. They have six children and are parishioners of St. Vincent de Paul Parish in Austin. 
He loves Aggie football, visiting national parks, cooking and gardening. (Photo by Shelley Metcalf)

Bishop Joe Vásquez ordained Fathers Enrique Sada-Coeto and Callan Sweeney June 5 at St. Vincent 
de Paul Parish in Austin. Father Sado-Coeto, who grew up in Mexico and joined the diocese when he 
studied at the University of Texas in Austin, has been appointed associate pastor of St. Elizabeth of 
Hungary Parish in Pflugerville. Father Sweeney, whose ordination was co-sponsored by the Diocese 
of Austin and the Archdiocese for the Military Services, has been appointed associate pastor of St. 
Thomas More Parish in Austin. Archbishop Timothy P. Broglio of the Archdiocese for the Military 
Services was also present for the ordination. (Photo by Arlen Nydam)

Bishop Vásquez ordained two diocesan priests on June 5

Promise of the 
elect: Enrique 
Sada-Coeto 
expresses his will-
ingness to become 
a priest. (Photo by 
Arlen Nydam)

Litany of Supplication: As the men to be ordained prostrate 
themselves before the altar, the congregation prays the Litany 
of Saints. (Photo by Arlen Nydam)

Laying on of hands: Bishop Vásquez prays silently for 
the gift of the Holy Spirit as he lays his hands on the 
head of Enrique Sada-Coeto. (Photo by Arlen Nydam)

Callan Sweeney greets his mother in the pew 
during the opening procession of the Ordi-
nation Mass. (Photo by Joshua Guenther)

Prayer: Each priest present at the Mass prays over the 
men being ordained to the priesthood. (Photo by Joshua 
Guenther)
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Wojtyla Nights at St. Mary Cathedral in Austin 
begin with prayer and a meal. Then partici-
pants perform original poetry, music or mono-
logues or display their original artwork. The 
next Wojtyla Night will be held July 31. (Photo 
by Isabelle Baldwin)

By Carla Smith | Correspondent

St. John Paul II was fluent in eight 
languages, traveled the world, stood 
firm on Catholic traditions, inspired 
many, and was also an art lover. Be-
fore a pope and a saint, young Karol 
Wojtyla was a poet, playwright and 
philosopher. Born in Poland during 
the rise of Fascism, he and his friends 
founded what was called “Rhapsodic 
Theater,” secretly meeting in each 
other’s living rooms in an effort to 
preserve Polish art and culture as 
the celebration of them was illegal in 
occupied Poland. 

Fast forward to today and “Wo-
jtyla Nights” is hosted by St. Mary 
Cathedral’s “Cathedral Young Adult” 
community and inspired by that 
Rhapsodic Theater. In 2019 a handful 
of friends met to celebrate the feast 
of St. John Paul II and resolved to 
continue the tradition from decades 
ago in Poland.

A typical Wojtyla Night begins 
with prayer and a meal, followed 
by the sharing portion of the eve-
ning where attendees are invited to 
perform and display everything from 
poetry, music, visual art, dramatic and 
comedic performances, monologues, 
performance art, and even computer 
programs. 

Michael Schattle, the group’s pri-

mary organizer, said most pieces are 
religious in nature and the sharing of 
them opens eyes and hearts to God’s 
beauty.

“The arts invite us to participate 
in the work of God’s creation and 
have a way of redeeming the world 
by pointing us toward the transcen-
dental and thus toward God,” he said. 
“By exploring and celebrating those 
things which we find to be true, good 
and beautiful; we come to a great 
understanding of God.”  

Father Will Rooney, associate pas-
tor of St. Mary Cathedral, regularly 
attends Wojtyla Nights and considers 
the nights great evangelical tools for 
people to encounter beauty. They 
reinforce the idea that we are made in 
the likeness and image of God and art 
is one way we participate in Divine 
Likeness.

“These are great opportunities to 
express the genius of humanity and 
God-given talents and skills that are 
often overlooked,” he said. “We need 
more things like this where we’re 
doing something authentically human 
and glorifying God through it.”

All are welcome at Wojtyla Nights, 
which are held roughly once-a-quar-
ter. Faith Noah, the director of the 
Cathedral Young Adults, has cele-
brated all things St. John Paul II for 
years; she co-hosted the first night 
and regularly attends. She hopes St. 
John Paul II is proud of the group and 
its mission.

“I think creating and sharing 
beautiful things that glorify God is 
exactly what John Paul II would have 
wanted,” she said. “Wojtyla Nights 
are great reminders of what Catholic 

young adult community is all about. 
Through the vulnerable sharing 
of gifts and talents, an intentional 
reflection on the beauty we know 
ultimately finds its origin in our Cre-
ator.” 

The goal of each night is to honor 
God and the talents and interests he 
places in the heart of each person. 
Each night also includes a spirit of 
fellowship, inclusivity and love. 

Alexander Lohn has attended and 
participated in several nights, sharing 
everything from poetry to song to cus-
tom wood furniture. He considers the 
nights inspiring and fulfilling.

“Wojtyla Nights have been a real 
light for me. I had never shared 
anything but these are welcoming 
opportunities for people to showcase 
their creativity, champion each other 
and encourage one another to create,” 
he said. “Today everything is so prag-
matic; it’s important to have opportu-
nities to celebrate with art.” 

Currently young adults make up 
most of the participants, but hopes 
are the events appeal to the parish 
as a whole, including families of the 
Cathedral. Like their inspiration-
al Rhapsodic Theater, there is an 
intimate and communal nature to the 
gatherings. It is important to note 

Young adults share their talents during Wojtyla Nights

that while a small number of partici-
pants are professionals in their trade, 
most are not.

“There is a spirit of amateurism that 
we hope encourages those who might 
be apprehensive about participating,” 
Schattle said. “What we didn’t want to 
create was a talent show, but rather an 
event in which everyone present feels 
comfortable sharing something.” 

Only original pieces and works form 
the heart of Wojtyla Nights, whose goal 
is to provide an opportunity for a creative 
output of the community as a whole.

“Plays are meant to be performed, 
poems are meant to be recited, songs 
are meant to be sung, together in a 
community,” Schattle said. “So much 
of the ‘culture’ today is ‘consumed’ 
rather than shared and encountered 
in a communal context. Our goal is to 
be an example of culture being lived 
rather than consumed.” 

The next Wojtyla Night is sched-
uled for July 31. Anyone interested 
in hosting an event, participating in 
one, or just attending one is invited 
to go to wojtylanight.webnode.com or 
email michael.schattle@gmail.com. 

James Obute shared original poetry during a 
recent Wojtyla Night hosted by the young adult 
group at St. Mary Cathedral in Austin. (Photo 
by Isabelle Baldwin)
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By Mary P. Walker | Senior Correspondent

The Diocese of Austin’s new as-
sistant superintendent of Catholic 
Schools, Kelly Laster, has more than 20 
years’ experience in Catholic education, 
with a track record of excellence in the 
classroom and as an administrator.

“We are excited to welcome Mrs. 
Laster to our team. She brings a great 
wealth of knowledge and passion 
for curriculum, instruction, and the 
accreditation process. Her gifts and 
talents will be a great asset,” said 
Misty Poe, superintendent of Catholic 
Schools. 

Members of St. Vincent de Paul Par-
ish in Austin, Laster and her husband 
Rick are the parents of two daughters 
and one son. As their family grew, she 
wanted to align her professional life, 
faith and their children’s education 
in ways that supported the family’s 
spiritual growth.

Laster grew up in a strong Catholic 
family that relocated to Austin from 
Boston. Her parents were fascinat-
ed with the mystique of Texas, and 
throughout her childhood, the family 
enthusiastically explored the state. 
Laster, encouraged by her father, 
considered a career in engineering. 
She attended Texas A&M University 
majoring in computer science. Howev-
er she was bored with the courses. 

To help clarify career options, a 
friend asked her what she enjoyed 
doing. Laster realized that her past 
babysitting experience might provide 

Catholic education is a vocation for new assistant superintendent 
the key to her future. Because she 
liked working with children, she vis-
ited the university’s education depart-
ment. There, she found an academic 
home and prepared to be a teacher. 
She has since earned a master’s degree 
in language and literacy instruction 
from the University of Texas.

Laster’s career began as a first-
grade teacher at St. Joseph Catholic 
School in Bryan. When her husband 
finished his degree in 1988, they 
moved to Austin, where she taught in 
the Leander public schools for four 
years. She then left the classroom to be 
a stay-at-home mother. 

Her first experience in administra-
tion occurred in 1998 at St. Margaret 
Mary Parish in Cedar Park. The par-
ish’s mother’s day out director re-
signed, then pastor, Father Bill Benish, 
asked Laster to take on the part-time 
job. During the first year, the program 
grew from less than 10 to 150 children. 

Laster’s experience also includes 
“school building.” When families in 
northwest Austin wanted to establish a 
Catholic school, they organized across 
parish boundaries. Father Benish 
asked her to represent St. Margaret 
Mary Parish on the board of directors. 
Two years later, she resigned to apply 
for a teaching position at the new Holy 
Family Catholic School.

When the school opened in 2000, 
Laster taught first grade, and then 
became assistant principal in 2002. 
In 2013, she was named principal, 
where she served until last June. She 
gave two reasons for why she decided 

to make the move from leading one 
school to supporting all the diocesan 
Catholic schools. First, she believes it 
was time for a new principal to guide 
the school into its next phase. At the 
same time, she had the opportunity to 
apply for the assistant superintendent 
position.

The leadership skills honed at Holy 
Family, a diocesan regional school for 
seven supporting parishes, will be an 
asset as Laster works with all the dioc-
esan schools. As principal, she helped 
form a vibrant school community 
among families, faculty and staff from 
different parish cultures. 

“Kelly’s Catholic school experience 
for over 20 in years in our diocese has 
provided her the opportunity to build 
a great rapport and reputation among 
the other Catholic school leaders,” Poe 
said.

Laster praises diocesan Catholic 
school communities for facing the 
challenge of the pandemic with energy 
and enthusiasm. The schools were in-
novative in adapting quickly and offer-
ing their students the best academic, 
spiritual and social situation possible, 
she said. The principals shared ideas, 
adopted best practices, communicated 
well with families, and set the ground-
work for moving beyond last year’s 
restrictions. 

Laster’s experience as a principal 
during that difficult time will benefit 
all the schools in the diocese. Because 
the Office of Catholic Schools has the 
responsibility of empowering, promot-
ing and supporting the schools, a for-

mer principal’s perspective is valuable.
“Catholic schools are vitally im-

portant to the health of our church. I 
want to support them any way I can,” 
Laster said. Catholic schools share in 
the church’s mandate to foster Christ’s 
mission of love and mercy. One way 
the schools do this is by educating and 
forming the next generation of servant 
leaders, she said. 

“Catholic school teachers are 
dedicated and mission-driven. The 
innovation and dedication we saw will 
continue to grow and shine. It will be 
important for us to highlight Catholic 
schools so that more Catholic families 
consider them as an opportunity to 
surround their children with a quality 
education within a faith-filled environ-
ment,” Laster said.

For more information about Cath-
olic schools in the Diocese of Austin, 
visit www. csdatx.org.

Kelly Laster is the new diocesan assistant su-
perintendent of Catholic Schools. (Photo cour-
tesy Holy Family Catholic School)

Austin DCCW hosts 71st annual convention June 28-29 in Temple
By Catholic Spirit Staff

More than 250 people participated in 
the 71st annual convention of the Austin 
Diocesan Council of Catholic Women 
June 28-29 at St. Luke Parish in Temple. 
During the convention, participants 
heard from a survivor of sex trafficking 
who is now helping others as well as 
from the Sisters of the Morning Star, a 
contemplative order of religious women 
who recently settled in Waco. 

Judy Rupprecht also talked about the 
work of hospice as they care for the dying. 
First Lady of Texas Cecilia Abbott talked 
about her role as an adoptive parent. 

Bishop Joe Vásquez celebrated Mass 
with the group on the evening of June 28. 

“Thank you for continuing the work of 
Christ in our diocese. I am deeply grate-
ful for the work you have done in our dio-
cese for many decades,” the bishop said. 

This year the Clerical Endowment 
Fund (CEF), which the ADCCW created 
to help fund the education of seminar-
ians, presented Bishop Vásquez with a 
check for $173,042.21. The CEF is funded 
through bequests from estates, special 
donations, annual parish drives and 
through the sale of Mass cards. With 
each Mass card enrollment a person 
receives Masses offered by the bishop or 
other priests, prayers of the seminarians 

and religious sisters. 
The Mass cards may 
be purchased for $2 
or $5 (individuals), 
$25 (perpetual), $50 
for a family or $100 
for a group. 

New officers were 
also installed during 
the convention. Carol 
Moore has been 
elected president.

For more informa-
tion about the  
ADCCW, visit  
austindiocesancouncilofcatholicwomen.
org or call (254) 605-0897.

Bishop Joe Vásquez received a check for more 
than $173,000 for seminarian education at the 
DCCW convention. (Photo by Scott Whitaker)
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By Alfredo E. Cardenas | Correspondent

Parishes throughout the Diocese 
of Austin are emerging from the 
COVID-19 pandemic with new ener-
gy and a renewed sense of mission. 
Such is the case at Christ the King 
Parish in Belton, where Father Sang 
Quan is undertaking the building of 
a new Family Life Center and “build-
ing-up people to become disciples of 
Christ.”

The parish used its annual Spring 
Fest, held on May 2, as a springboard 
to begin a new capital campaign and 
bring people together as a community 
of faith. The annual festival con-
tributes 10% of the parish’s annual 
budget. 

“It was a great event,” Father Quan 
said. “The parish and neighbors came 
together as a community to enjoy the 
goodness of God.” 

Coming together as a community 
was not a hallmark of Christ the King 
before Bishop Louis J. Reicher desig-
nated it a mission in 1969. That year, 
Bishop Reicher asked Father Freder-
ick Schmidt from Round Rock to take 
a census of the Catholics in Belton. 
Father Schmidt reported 100 Mexican 
and 15 Anglo families. 

“The Mexican and Anglo commu-
nities held separate meetings to plan 
for a church, and feelings were often 
hurt as a result,” Father Schmidt 
wrote the bishop. “Given the real ten-
sions going on in the county, it seems 
impossible that a single Catholic 
church could ever become a reality.”

But it did become an actuality. 
Bishop Reicher cautioned that he 
would not approve two Catholic 
churches; he insisted the two groups 
come together as one to get his bless-
ings, and they did. Ethnic differences 
were not the only stumbling block 
for the establishment of a Catholic 
church. Non-Catholics in the pre-
dominant Protestant community were 
not so welcoming of Catholics, but 
Father Schmidt plowed on with Bish-
op Reicher’s encouragement. There 
seemed to be no place for Catholics to 
meet except in homes; however, even-
tually, the American Legion provided 
the space at their hall for Catholics to 
celebrate Sunday Mass.

Christ the King parishioners today 
continue to build Christ’s church in 

Belton parish will soon kick off campaign to build new family center
Belton with this hard-won spirit of 
family and community. Father Quan’s 
approach is for parishioners to “dis-
cern the movement of the Spirit to 
discover what God is doing” with and 
for them. The Spring Fest provided an 
ideal setting; the weather was perfect, 
everyone came together, tents were in 
place to observe social distancing out-
side, and those in attendance took all 
reasonable precautions. The results 
were a resounding success. 

Now the parish is moving forward 
confidently with their next project 
— building a new Family Life Cen-
ter. Planning started last year with a 
survey of parishioners. After review-
ing plans previously developed, the 
need for a new meeting place jumped 
from last place to first, on the order 
of parish needs. Thus, the Family Life 
Center will be the “centerpiece” of 
future parish improvements.

“We need a place where the use is 
flexible,” Father Quan said. “It should 
have a large meeting area, small 
gathering places and a full-service 
kitchen.” 

The parishioners’ feedback deter-
mined that a new facility should re-
place the existing Parish Hall, which 
has become obsolete. This structure 
will be the third community hall built 
at Christ the King and different from 
its present design. Earlier halls were 
one large building suitable for big 
gatherings but not flexible to accom-
modate smaller events such as minis-
try meetings. 

The proposed structure will have 
portability, with users moving walls 
to partition a larger or smaller area, 
depending on the need of the event or 
gathering. Plans call for building the 
Family Life Center at the location of 
the present Parish Hall. The contrac-
tor will use the same slab, expanding 
it to meet current needs. 

The next step in the process is 
to hire an architect to design the 
building and then approach major 
benefactors to get the financial ball 
rolling. Finally, in late summer or 
early fall, Phase 3 will go into effect, 
which involves asking parishioners to 
participate in a capital campaign.

While celebrating the sacrament 
of confirmation at Christ the King 
on May 8, Bishop Joe Vásquez told 
confirmands and parishioners to 
“plug ourselves in, get connected 

to the Lord 
Jesus through 
prayer and 
meditations, 
within the 
context of 
this commu-
nity. We were 
not made to 
be lone rang-
ers, to take 
an individu-
alistic road to 
salvation. We 
are saved be-
cause we are plugged into the vine.”

Father Quan is looking forward to 
the future of this parish, which sits in 
the heart of a rapidly growing part of 
the diocese.

“We are here to serve,” he told the 
parish during his homily on Good 
Shepherd Sunday. 

Christ the King Parish has begun the 
initial stages of its capital campaign, to 

Christ the King Parish in Belton is in the pro-
cess of getting ready to begin a capital cam-
paign, which will help the parish build a new 
family center. (Photo from Catholic Spirit  
archives)

help contact the parish at (254) 939-
0806. Visit www.ctkbelton.org for more 
information about the parish.

Total 
raised 

$97.6M
Gifts
received 

21,328

Unfulfilled
pledges 

$46.6M

Cash received 

$51M

Returned
to parishes 

$13.3M

Parish projects,  
diocesan ministries  
depend on pledge  

payments

Encountering Christ 
is making a difference 

across our diocese.
Enhanced ministries and 

facilities. Outreach to the poor 
and vulnerable. Support for our 
seminarians and retired priests. 

Every dollar we collect allows  
the diocese and parishes  

to move forward on projects  
like these, and others that  
were identified during the 

Encountering Christ campaign. 

For updates on Encountering Christ 
and parish projects, please visit 

encounteringchristcampaign.org/
campaign-news

< SCAN HERE
to pay on your pledge.
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www.austindiocese.org/christ-our-hope

DeAnn Stuart
Austin Institute for the 

Study of Family & Culture

FREE EVENT

Space is Limited

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Scan the QR code or

visit our website to

REGISTER TODAY

Most Rev. Joe S. Vásquez 
Bishop of Austin

St. Elizabeth of Hungary Parish, Pflugerville
Saturday August 28, 2021  from 8 a.m. to 12 p.m.

Join us for a gathering that will bring together parish

leaders and volunteers whose faith inspires them to

respond to current challenges relating to evangelization

in contemporary society, lay leadership, poverty,

injustice,  and the promotion of human life and dignity.

Rev. Jim Olnhausen
Priestly Life and Formation

Luisa de Poo
Director of Life, Marriage 

and Family Life

Deacon Tim Hayden
Associate Director

of Restorative Justice

Lauren Warner
Coordinator

 of Black Ministry

By Junno Arocho Esteves | Catholic News Service

Pilgrims and well-wishers gathered 
at Rome’s Gemelli hospital to greet 
Pope Francis as he made his first pub-
lic appearance in a week after under-
going intestinal surgery.

Appearing on the 10th floor 
balcony of his suite of rooms at the 
hospital July 11, the pope was greeted 
with applause and shouts of “Viva il 
papa” (“Long live the pope”) from the 
crowd that stood under the scorching 
midday sun to see him.

“I thank you all,” the pope said. 
“I have felt your closeness and the 
support of your prayers. Thank you 
very much.”

Pope Francis arrived at Gemelli 
hospital July 4 to undergo “a sched-
uled surgical intervention for a 
symptomatic diverticular stenosis 
of the colon,” the Vatican said. The 
pope has recovered steadily from his 
surgery and resumed working from 
the hospital.

Among the well-wishers outside 
the hospital was Liliana Valina who, 
like Pope Francis, is a native of Ar-
gentina living in Rome.

Draped in the Argentine flag after 
the country’s July 10 win against Bra-
zil in the Copa America soccer cham-
pionship, Valina told Catholic News 
Service that she was there “because I 
care for this pope very much and not 

just because he’s from Argentina like 
me.”

“I think he tells Jesus’ message in 
a clear way, even on things that are 
uncomfortable for some,” she said. 
“I came here hoping that he recovers 
soon, that he be healthy.”

When asked what she would tell 
her fellow countryman if she could 
speak directly to him, Valina said: 
“Never feel alone because you have 
God and you have many people who 
love you and are with you.”

Marlene Barbosa, a native of Peru 
living in Rome, also was outside the 
hospital with her husband, Maximo 
Lopez, as well as her mother, Susanna 
Morante, who traveled from Washing-
ton, D.C., to be with her family and 
have a chance to see the pope.

“We wanted to see him and receive 
his blessing because we are Catholic, 
we are believers and through prayer, 
we have been close to the pope in 
these days in which his health has 
been delicate,” Barbosa told CNS.

“We are with him, we are always 
praying for him so that he will recover 
completely,” she said. “We love him, 
all of Peru loves him and the whole 
world loves him.”

In his address, the pope reflected 
on the Sunday Gospel reading from 
St. Mark, in which Jesus sent out his 
disciples to anoint the sick with oil 
and heal them.

The oil, he said, not only represents 

the comfort given 
through the sacra-
mental anointing 
of the sick, but also 
symbolizes “the 
closeness, the care, 
the tenderness of 
those who take care 
of the sick person.”

“It is like a caress 
that makes you feel 
better, soothes your 
pain and cheers you 
up. All of us, every-
one, sooner or later, we all need this 
‘anointing’ of closeness and tender-
ness, and we can all give it to some-
one else, with a visit, a phone call, a 
hand outstretched to someone who 
needs help,” he said.

Pope Francis said that his time in 
the hospital gave him the opportunity 
to experience “once again how im-
portant good health care is” and that 
free, universal health care, especially 
for the most vulnerable, is a “precious 
benefit (that) must not be lost.”

Acknowledging that some hospitals 
run by the church face the threat of 
closure “due to poor management,” 
the pope said the Catholic Church’s 
vocation “is not to have money; it is 
to offer service and service is always 
freely given.”

“Do not forget this: save free insti-
tutions,” he said.

Before praying the Angelus prayer 

with the faithful, Pope Francis ex-
pressed his “appreciation and encour-
agement” to the doctors, nurses and 
staff at Gemelli hospital. He also asked 
for prayers for the patients, especially 
the children, at the hospital, several of 
whom stood on the balcony with him.

“Why children suffer is a question 
that touches the heart. Accompany 
them with prayer and pray for all 
those who are sick, especially for 
those in the most difficult condi-
tions,” the pope said. “May no one 
be left alone, may everyone receive 
the anointing of listening, closeness, 
tenderness and care.”

Hundreds gather outside hospital to greet recovering pope

Pope Francis talks with young patients who 
joined him on the balcony to lead the Ange-
lus at Gemelli hospital in Rome July 11, as he 
recovers following scheduled colon surgery. 
(CNS photo/Vatican Media via Reuters)
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St. Teresa of Avila House  
at Cedarbrake Catholic 
Retreat Center in Temple 
is located adjacent to 
the main property. It is 
available for families to 
enjoy or for small groups 
or parish staff to have a 
small retreat. This house 
has five bedrooms, 11 
beds and 4,000 square 
feet to welcome you. 

Cedarbrake  
announces the opening of

Contact Cedarbrake  
to make a reservation  

(two night minimum)  
or to schedule a tour:  

(254) 780-2436 or  
cedarbrake@austindiocese.org.

St. Teresa of Avila House sits  
in a secluded area with 25 
acres of trees and wildlife with 
the Leon River only steps away. 

Guests coming here can enjoy 
what the Cedarbrake offers: 
chapel, prayer paths and trails. 
When the chaplain is available, 
the guests are invited to Sun-
day Mass.  

By Cindy Wooden | Catholic News Service

Try a little tenderness. That’s basi-
cally how Cardinal Kevin J. Farrell, 73, 
summarized Pope Francis’ vision for 
what older people, their grandchildren 
and friends should do to change the 
world after the COVID-19 pandemic.

The cardinal, prefect of the Di-
castery for Laity, the Family and Life, 
used the word “tenderness” nine times 
when he presented to the press the 
pope’s message for the celebration July 
25 of the World Day for Grandparents 
and the Elderly.

Pope Francis did not use the word 
at all in his 1,800-word message, but 
it came through as he acknowledged 
the suffering, loneliness and fear many 
older people experienced during the 
worst of the pandemic, and also when 
he reminded older Catholics that, like 
him, they still have a vocation to share 
the faith and care for others.

The Vatican as a whole, not just the 
pope or Cardinal Farrell’s office, are 
making a big deal out of the world day. 
Pope Francis will celebrate Mass with 

Pope urges celebration of grandparents and elderly on July 25
older people, his message — as a text 
and as a video — was available in eight 
languages by June 23 and the dicast-
ery has published a 43-page pastoral 
kit with suggestions for homilies, for 
prayers of intercession and for action.

The action focus is all about ten-
derness, too: Visit your grandparents 
and any older person living alone. 
Offer them a ride to Mass. Take them 
a flower. And, for those who cannot go 
to church, take them the Eucharist.

“In places where health emergency 
measures still make it impossible to 
visit in person, love can use imagina-
tion to find ways of reaching lonely 
elderly people by phone or social me-
dia,” the pastoral kit says.

That is precisely what Maria Sofia 
Soli has been doing since March 2020 
when Italy initiated its first COVID-19 
lockdown.

Soli, who is 88, volunteers with the 
Community of Sant’Egidio in monitor-
ing the situation of about 6,500 people 
who are over 80 and living alone in 
Rome. The project involves regular 
telephone calls and home visits, but 
also organizing outings and celebra-

tions. Since Soli could not make her 
regular phone calls from the Sant’Egi-
dio offices during lockdown, she told 
reporters June 22, younger community 
members set up her computer so she 
could keep track of the calls from 
home.

At the presentation of Pope Francis’ 
message, Soli said she and her peers 
are on board with the pope’s focus 
on helping humanity come out of the 
pandemic better off.

“We must try to direct humanity 
toward a better future with less self-
ishness and conflict and more fellow-
ship. Yes, the future,” she said. “The 
elderly do not only look to the past. 
Neither fatigue nor frailty can prevent 
us from dreaming for the sake of our 
grandchildren and for the generations 
to come.”

Calling Catholics around the 
world to mark the day after “dramatic 
months of difficulty,” Cardinal Farrell 
told reporters, Pope Francis invites 
people to embrace tenderness, espe-
cially toward the elderly, who suffered 
so much during the pandemic.

But, he said, the day also is about 

“the tenderness that grandparents 
show toward their grandchildren, of 
the solid guide that the elderly can be 
for many disoriented children, espe-
cially in a time like the one we are 
living in, in which personal interaction 
has become rare.”

“Tenderness is not just a private 
feeling, one that soothes wounds, but a 
way of relating to others, which should 
also be experienced in public,” Car-
dinal Farrell said. “We have become 
accustomed to living alone, to not 
hugging each other, to considering 
the other as a threat to our health. Our 
societies, the pope tells us in ‘Fratelli 
Tutti,’ are now fragmented.”

“Tenderness has a social value,” 
the cardinal insisted. “It is a remedy 
we all need, and our elderly are those 
who can provide it. In a frayed and 
hardened society emerging from the 
pandemic, not only is there a need 
for vaccines and economic recovery 
— albeit fundamental — but also for 
relearning the art of relationships. In 
this, grandparents and the elderly can 
be our teachers. This is also why they 
are so important.”
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By Catholic News Service

The Eucharist was a major focus 
of the U.S bishops’ June 16-18 virtual 
spring assembly.

On June 17, they heard a full 
presentation on a proposal to draft 
a document on the “meaning of the 
Eucharist in the life of the church,” 
followed by a lengthy discussion and 
vote. And by a wide margin, an-
nounced June 18, the bishops gave the 
green light for the drafting process to 
proceed.

The U.S. Conference of Catholic 
Bishops’ Committee on Doctrine will 
draft the document and present it for 
discussion when the bishops recon-
vene in person in November. 

For more than two hours, 43 bish-
ops expressed differing views about 
drafting such a document. Some 
stressed the document was necessary 
to provide clarity about the signifi-
cance of the Eucharist, while others 
questioned its timing and if it could 

be perceived as fracturing the unity of 
a church already faced with numerous 
challenges.

Although the bishops reached no 
consensus during the discussion, 
most of those who spoke during the 
comments’ session welcomed the idea 
of strengthening teaching about the 
Eucharist.

Bishop Kevin C. Rhoades of Fort 
Wayne-South Bend, Indiana, chairman 
of the doctrine committee, presented 
a proposed outline to the bishops in a 
prerecorded message.

He said this was developed in light 
of the decline in Catholics’ belief in 
the Real Presence in the Eucharist as 
well as the long absences from regular 
Mass attendance, which may have led 
to people placing less significance on 
the Eucharist in their lives.

The Communion document also was 
a key point of discussion in the news 
conferences June 16 and 17. Bishop 
Rhoades June 17 stressed that creating 
national norms was never the intent 
behind a proposal to write a new 
statement on the Eucharist. He said it 
would be aimed at providing guidance 
for bishops.

“We have taught in years past about 
Catholics in political life, the impor-
tance of adherence to church teaching 
in the document on worthiness to re-
ceive holy Communion, back in 2006,” 
Bishop Rhoades said. “But with this 
new strategic plan that’s going to be 
focused on the Eucharist, this three-
year plan, we have to teach this again, 
on different levels.”

The bishop was referring to a 
multiyear National Eucharistic 
Revival initiative that is part of the 
U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops’ 
2021-2024 strategic plan. The revival 
has been in the planning stages for 
over a year.

This revival is meant to place added 
emphasis on the Eucharist at all levels 
of the church in the U.S. beginning 
next summer and culminating in a 
large-scale national event in 2024.

The initiative aims to “renew the 
church by enkindling a living rela-
tionship with the Lord Jesus Christ 
in the holy Eucharist,” said Auxiliary 
Bishop Andrew H. Cozzens of St. Paul 
and Minneapolis, chairman of the US-
CCB’s Committee on Evangelization 
and Catechesis.

In a June 18 presentation to the 
bishops, he described it as a “move-
ment of Catholics across the United 
States, healed, converted, formed and 
unified by an encounter with Jesus 
in the Eucharist — and sent out in 
mission.”

During their virtual assembly, the 
bishops also discussed their efforts 
on immigration, Native American/
Alaskan Native ministry, catechesis 
and pastoral frameworks for youth and 
young people and marriage and family 
ministries.

The bishops also voted to approve 
three sets of translations from the 
International Committee on English in 

the Liturgy, or ICEL, on: the Blessed 
Virgin Mary, Mother of the Church; 
additional intercessions and psalter 
concluding prayers for the Liturgy of 
the Hours; and the Order of Penance.

The Vatican Congregation for 
Divine Worship and the Discipline of 
the Sacraments now needs to issue a 
“confirmatio” before the translations 
can be used.

Archbishop Salvatore J. Cordileone 
of San Francisco June 16 gave a pre-
sentation on the proposed “Pastoral 
Framework for Marriage and Family 
Life Ministry in the United States: 
Called to the Joy of Love.”

They also were asked to authorize 
development of a new formal state-
ment and comprehensive vision for 
Native American and Alaska Native 
ministry which they approved.

“A pastoral plan will help reassure 
Catholic Natives that their ministry 
has a high priority in the church,” said 
Bishop James S. Wall of Gallup, New 
Mexico, chairman of the USCCB’s 
Subcommittee on Native American Af-
fairs. He said the last time the general 
assembly passed a major pastoral plan 
for Native Americans was in 1977.

The bishops also approved a new 
national pastoral framework on ac-
companying youths and young adults 
in the church.

Dallas Bishop Edward J. Burns, 
a member of the bishops’ Commit-
tee on Laity, Marriage, Family Life 
and Youth, introduced the proposal. 
The committee will develop it to be 
presented to the bishops for review at 
their November 2022 general assembly.

He said the pastoral framework 
would be formed in light of “Christus 
Vivit” (“Christ Lives”), Pope Francis’ 
2019 reflections on the previous year’s 
Synod of Bishops on young people.

Bishop Frank J. Caggiano of 
Bridgeport, Connecticut, chairman 
of the bishops’ Subcommittee on 
the Catechism, spoke to the bishops 
about challenges his committee faces 
in overseeing how catechetical works 
conform to the Catechism of the 
Catholic Church.

To help with this, he said, he hopes 
to form an institute that would in-
volve bishops, diocesan officials and 
the writers, editors and consultants 
of catechetical materials and would 
provide ongoing formation and men-
toring.

Communion proposal highlights US bishops’ June meeting 

On June 17, the U.S. bishops heard a full presentation on a proposal to draft 
a document on the “meaning of the Eucharist in the life of the church,”  
followed by a lengthy discussion and vote. 
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By Patricia Zapor | Catholic News Service

Father Min Seo Park, one of fewer 
than two dozen deaf priests world-
wide, thinks deafness is hardly a dis-
ability and is working to help others 
realize that as well.

Deaf since an illness at age 2, the 
new chaplain of St. Francis of Assisi 
Deaf Catholic Church in Landover 
Hills, Maryland, is hoping to convey 
the idea that deafness be treated as a 
culture.

Since returning to the United States 
from his native Seoul, South Korea, in 
late January, Father Park, 52, has taken 
up three ministries. In addition to 
serving St. Francis of Assisi, the priest 
also is the chaplain to the Catholic 
community at Gallaudet University 
and provides pastoral ministry to the 
Archdiocese of Washington’s deaf 
population overall.

The challenges seem well within the 

capabilities of a priest who is fluent in 
four languages: Korean Sign Language 
and American Sign Language, or ASL, 
as well as written Korean and English.

Speaking with the Catholic Stan-
dard, newspaper of the Archdiocese of 
Washington, with sign language inter-
pretation assistance of Mary O’Meara, 
executive director of the archdiocese’s 
Department of Special Needs Minis-
tries, he told his story of growing up 
deaf, his path to priesthood and his 
eventual return to the nation’s capital.

He arrived in the U.S. the first time 
in 1994 to study ASL and English at 
Gallaudet University’s English Lan-
guage Institute, before beginning his 
undergraduate degree there a year 
later. Gallaudet is the only higher ed-
ucation institution in the world where 
all students live and learn in ASL and 
English.

In South Korea, he grew up attend-
ing schools for the deaf. Not raised a 
Catholic, he went with schoolmates 

to Protestant churches with signing 
ministers at first.

Eventually, a deaf Catholic art 
teacher introduced him to a Catholic 
parish, where he joined a Bible study 
with other deaf people. He became a 
Catholic at age 17. With few priests in 
Korea who used sign language, howev-
er, he and other deaf Catholics found 
practicing the faith frustrating.

“Deaf Catholics and I did not un-
derstand clearly what the priests said,” 
he explained. “Some of them were not 
happy and eventually converted to 
Protestant churches.”

That opened his path to a voca-
tion.

“When I was praying alone in front 
of Jesus Christ on the cross at the 
chapel, I asked him if he could send 
a signing priest for the deaf,” Father 
Park said. “However, suddenly I felt 
that Jesus said to me, ‘Why not, you 
...?’ I said, ‘Me?’ That is how I began 
to consider the priestly vocation.”

A hearing priest who knew sign 
language helped him connect with Do-
minican Father Thomas Coughlin, the 
first deaf priest ordained in the U.S, 
who pointed him to Gallaudet.

After graduating in 1999 after 
studying math and philosophy, he was 
encouraged by Father Coughlin to 
study theology at St. John’s Seminary 
in New York.

At first he had to read each lecture 
as it was being transcribed and he 
struggled to keep up with classwork. 
Soon afterward, the seminary provided 
sign language interpretation, making 
it easier to stay on track. He completed 
his master of divinity degree in 2004 
and returned to Seoul.

There, he began theology studies 
for the Archdiocese of Seoul and was 
ordained to the priesthood in 2007. 
He said that as he celebrated his first 
signed Mass after ordination, he saw a 
congregation of joyful people.

“Some deaf people, who were poor 
at Korean writing and could not com-
municate with non-signing hearing 
priests, had not confessed to priests 
for many years, like 20 years,” he said. 
With him, “they felt confident and 
comfortable to confess to me in sign 
language. I was happy that I forgave 
their sins through the sacrament of 
confession.

“Deaf people witnessed my priest-
hood ordination and realized that deaf 

people were children of God as well. 
They felt joyful and happy to listen to 
the word of God, the Gospel from me, 
a deaf priest,” he said.

Over the next 14 years Father Park 
built up the Seoul deaf Catholic com-
munity, giving them their first priest 
who is what is referred to as culturally 
deaf.

Lana Portolano, author of “Be 
Opened!: The Catholic Church and 
Deaf Culture,” explained in an email 
exchange that Father Park is one of 
fewer than two dozen Catholic priests 
worldwide who use sign language as 
their primary form of communication. 
Nine of them are in the U.S.

Most deaf Catholic communities ex-
perience Mass with a sign language in-
terpreter or sometimes with a hearing 
priest who can celebrate using sign. 
This can pose problems with hear-
ing confession, for instance. And an 
interpreter is typically at one side of 
the room, meaning that a deaf person 
who is following the signing cannot 
simultaneously watch the actions of 
the priest at the altar.

Father Park said he is looking for-
ward to being in a country where there 
are other deaf priests like himself.

“They all go on a retreat together in 
September,” he said, his eyes brighten-
ing as he signed. “I’m very excited to 
join them.”

Deaf priest works to help others understand deafness as a culture

Father Min Seo Park uses American Sign Lan-
guage during an Ash Wednesday Mass at St. 
Francis of Assisi Deaf Parish in Landover Hills, 
Md., on Feb. 17. (CNS photo/Joe Portalano, 
Catholic Standard)
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BEST CA$H OFFER
FOR YOUR HOUSE
Any Condition or Location

Sell your house fast!
Call today for your free no obligation offer.

No Commissions  -  No Closing Costs  -  No Repairs!
Alexandra Petroski

512-730-9897
Househuntersaustin.com

By Cindy Wooden | Catholic News Service

Reciting the Angelus prayer July 
4 with visitors in St. Peter’s Square, 
Pope Francis gave his usual reflection 
on the day’s Gospel reading and an-
nounced a September trip to Hungary 
and Slovakia, but did not mention that 
he was about to go to the hospital for 
surgery.

He ended his midday address with 
his usual “please, do not forget to pray 
for me,” but said nothing about going 
to Rome’s Gemelli hospital for the 
operation on his colon.

Instead, his talk focused on the 
story from the Gospel of St. Mark, 
which recounts how when Jesus taught 
in the synagogue in Nazareth, the local 
people were astonished because they 
thought they knew him; he was simply 
the carpenter’s son.

“They knew Jesus, but they did not 
recognize him,” the pope said. “There 
is a difference between knowing and 
recognizing.”

People do it all the time, he said. 
They may know things about someone, 
encounter him or her occasionally and 
form an opinion.

But that ordinary, “superficial” 
knowledge has little to do with recog-
nizing the uniqueness of a person. “We 
all run this risk: We think we know so 
much about a person, even worse, we 
use labels and close the person within 
our own prejudices,” he said.

People run the same risk with God, 
Pope Francis said.

Knowing a lot about Jesus, they think 
“it is enough to repeat the same things 
as always,” he said. But “this is not 
enough with God. Without openness to 
what is new and, above all — listen well 
— openness to God’s surprises, without 
amazement, faith becomes a tiring litany 
that slowly dies out and becomes a hab-
it, a social habit.”

One of those surprises, a fact that 
has and does scandalize people, is “the 
incarnation of God, his concreteness, 
his ‘daily life’” as a human being, the 
pope said.

“God became concrete in a man, Je-
sus of Nazareth, he became a compan-
ion on the way, he made himself one of 
us,” he said.

“‘You are one of us,’ we can say to 
Jesus. What a beautiful prayer,” he 
said. Because Jesus was human “he un-
derstands us, accompanies us, forgives 
us, loves us so much.”

Sometimes, the pope said, peo-
ple find “an abstract, distant god is 
more comfortable, one who does not 

get involved in situations and who 
accepts a faith that is far from life, 
from problems, from society. Or we 
would like to believe in a ‘special 
effects’ god who does only exception-
al things and always provokes strong 
emotions.”

“Instead, brothers and sisters, God 
incarnated himself,” the pope said. 
“God is humble, God is tender, God 
is hidden, he draws near to us in the 
normality of our daily life.”

Really getting to know Jesus should lead to amazement, pope says
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LLAMADO PARA LOS SERVICIOS CATÓLICOS Reporte del Impacto 2020-2021

768 Members
768 Miembros

Average Gift: $3,164
Donación Promedio: $3,164

Total CSA Gifts: $2.4 million
Donaciones Totales al CSA: $2.4 millones

Members/ Miembros: 12 Total Gifts/Donaciones Totales: $337,700 Average Gift/ Donación Promedio: $28,142

I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and your joy may be complete. ~John 15:11

Les he dicho todas estas cosas para que mi alegría esté en ustedes y su alegría sea completa. ~Jaun 15:11

Members/ Miembros: 76 Total Gifts/ Donaciones Totales: $416,206 Average Gift/ Donación Promedio: $5,476
And hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has been poured out into our hearts through the holy Spirit that 
has been given to us. ~Romans 5:5 

La esperanza, la cual no quedará frustrada, pues ya se nos ha dado el Espíritu Santo, y por él, el amor de Dios se va 
derramando en nuestros corazones. ~Romanos 5:5

Members/ Miembros: 443 Total Gifts/ Donaciones Totales: $733,902 Average Gift/ Donación Promedio: $1,657
No one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. ~John 15:13

No hay amor más grande que dar la vida por sus amigos. ~Juan 15:13

Members/ Miembros: 29 Total Gifts/ Donaciones Totales: $332,708 Average Gift/ Donación Promedio: $11,473
Jesus told him, ‘Go your way; your faith has saved you.’ Immediately he received his sight and followed him on 
the way. ~Mark 10:52

Entonces Jesús le dijo: ‘Puedes irte, tu fe te ha salvado,’ Y al instante pudo ver y siguió a Jesús por el 
camino. ~Marcos 10:52

Members/ Miembros: 208 Total Gifts/ Donaciones Totales: $609,371 Average Gift/ Donación Promedio: $2,930
Amen, I say to you, whatever you did for one of these least brothers of mine, you did for me. ~Matthew 25:40 

En verdad les digo que, cuando lo hicieron con alguno de los más pequeños de estos mis hermanos, me lo hicieron 
a mí. ~Mateo 25:40

$20,000+
Circle of Joy

Círculo de Alegría

$5,000–$9,999
Circle of Hope

Círculo de 
 Esperanza

$1,500–$2,499
Circle of Friends

Círculo de Amigos

$10,000-$19,999
Circle of Faith
Círculo de Fe

$2,500–$4,999
Circle of Charity

Círculo de Caridad
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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

With sincere gratitude, I am pleased to share the Impact Report 
for our 2020-2021 Catholic Services Appeal (CSA). With nearly 
16,000 gifts this year, $5.65 million was raised to support more 
than 100 ministries and programs throughout Central Texas. I 
invite you to read this report to learn more about the impact of 
your gift to the CSA.

Your generosity truly expresses the spirit of our appeal; for when 
Jesus dwells within us, we cannot help but feel immense gratitude 
to God. Grateful hearts move us to spread the love of Christ with 
those in need by sharing the gifts that God has given us. Indeed, 
the Diocese of Austin is blessed with your charitable spirit! 

May God bless you and may all of us continue to grow in our love 
for Christ.

Gratefully in Christ,

Most Reverend Joe S. Vásquez
Bishop of Ausin

Estimados Hermanos y Hermanas en Cristo,

Con gratitud sincera, me complazco en compartir el Reporte del 
Impacto de nuestro Llamado Para Los Servicios Católicos (CSA 
por sus siglas en inglés) del 2020-2021. Con cerca de 16,000 
donaciones este año, se reunieron $5.65 millones para apoyar a más 
de 100 ministerios y programas a lo largo del Centro de Texas. Los 
invito a leer este reporte para aprender más sobre el impacto de sus 
donaciones al CSA.

Su generosidad expresa verdaderamente el espíritu de nuestro 
llamado; porque cuando Jesús habita en nosotros, no podemos 
evitar sentir una gratitud inmensa hacia Dios. Nuestros corazones 
agradecidos nos llaman a propagar el amor de Cristo entre los 
necesitados al compartir los dones que Dios nos ha dado. ¡En 
verdad que la Diócesis de Austin es bendecida con su espíritu 
caritativo!

Que Dios los bendiga y que todos sigamos creciendo en nuestro 
amor por Cristo.

Agradecidamente en Cristo,

Monseñor José S. Vásquez
Obispo de Austin

Let the word of 

Christ dwell in you 

richly…singing 

psalms, hymns, and 

spiritual songs with 

gratitude in your 

hearts to God.

~Colossians 3:16

Que la palabra de 

Cristo habite con 

toda su riqueza en 

ustedes… canten a 

Dios de todo corazón 

y con gratitud 

salmos, himnos y 

cánticos inspirados.

~Colosenses 3:16
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Clergy Formation/Formación del Clero

Honoring those who have dedicated their life to ordained service, Clergy Formation supports men discerning 
vocations to the priesthood and diaconate, priests currently serving in the diocese, and care for retired priests who 
dedicated their lives in service to the Church. 

Honrando a aquellos que han dedicado sus vidas al servicio ordenado, la Formación del Clero apoya a los hombres 
que se encuentran discerniendo vocaciones al sacerdocio y al diaconado, a sacerdotes que sirven actualmente en la 
diocesis, y al cuidado de sacerdotes retirados que dedicaron sus vidas al servicio de la Iglesia.

Life, Charity & Justice/Vida, Caridad y Justicia

Recognizing the dignity of every human person, Life, Charity, & Justice programs fund the urgent work of Catholic 
Charities of Central Texas, Pro-Life activities, restorative justice and other social concerns, and mission and 
evangelization efforts.  

Reconociendo la dignidad de cada persona, los programas de Vida, Caridad y Justicia fi nancian el trabajo urgente de 
Catholic Charities of Central Texas, las actividades pro-vida, la justicia restaurativa y otras preocupaciones sociales, 
así como los esfuerzos misioneros y de evangelización.

Catholic Education/Educación Católica 

Forming our children and youth in faith ensures the future of our local church. Catholic education provides funds 
for our Catholic Schools and religious education and formation programs, both which strive to form our students in 
wisdom and holiness.

La formación de nuestros niños y jóvenes en la fe asegura el futuro de nuestra iglesia local. La educación Católica 
provee de fondos para nuestras Escuelas Católicas y nuestros programas de educación religiosa y de formación, los 
cuales trabajan para formar a nuestros estudiantes en la sabiduría y la santidad.

Spirituality & Worship/Espiritualidad y Culto Divino

Mindful of the important role of our spiritual needs, various programs to promote and ensure the celebration of 
sacred liturgies, as well as the work of Cedarbrake Catholic Retreat Center, are funded.

Teniendo en mente el importante papel de nuestras necesidades espirituales, varios programas son fi nanciados para 
promover y asegurar la celebración de las sagradas liturgias, así como el trabajo de Cedarbrake Catholic Retreat Center.

Pastoral Ministries/Ministerios Pastorales

Aware of Christ’s call for us to serve the pastoral needs of all persons in the Diocese of Austin, pastoral ministries 
support our multicultural populations, family life, and youth, young adult, and campus ministries. 

Conscientes de ser llamados por Cristo a servir a las necesidades pastorales de todas las personas en la Diócesis de 
Austin, los ministerios pastorales apoyan a nuestras poblaciones multiculturales, a la vida familiar, los jóvenes, 
jóvenes adultos y ministerios universitarios. 

Parish Incentive Program/
Programa de Incentivo Parroquial

Through their commitment to the CSA, 14 parishes received funds used to benefi t their faith communities.

A través de su compromiso con el CSA, 14 parroquias recibieron fondos usados para benefi ciar a sus comunidades de fe.

The Impact of a

Heart

The Impact of a

Heart

$601,540   11%

$2,794,021  49%

$586,075   10%

$946,944   17%

$97,500   2%

$621,419   11%

Impacto de un 
Corazón Agradecido
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“Amen. Thank you for giving us a chance to win. 
All of this is going directly to the rebuilding of our 
religious education building and to our CCE program 
to evangelize and catechize our youth. We are excited 

about it.” 

— Rev. John Guzaldo, St. Luke Parish, Temple

“Amén. Gracias por darnos la oportunidad de ganar. 
Todo esto irá directamente a la reconstrucción de 
nuestro edifi cio de educación religiosa y a nuestro 
programa CCE para evangelizar y catequizar a 

nuestros jóvenes. Estamos emocionados por ello.”

— Rev. John Guzaldo, Parroquia de St. Luke, Temple

“Thanks to the Catholic Services 

Appeal we were able to award $10,000 

in scholarships to our students. This 

contest gave students an opportunity 

to express why they love their Catholic 

schools. The responses were powerful: 

from learning to pray to encountering 

the sacraments more deeply to a sense 

of belonging, Catholic schools are truly 

making an impact in the Diocese of 

Austin.”

— Misty Poe, Superintendent 

“Gracias al Llamado Para Los Servicios 

Católicos pudimos entregar $10,000 

en becas para nuestros estudiantes. 

Este concurso dio a los estudiantes 

la oportunidad de expresar por qué 

aman a sus escuelas Católicas. Las 

respuestas fueron poderosas; desde 

el aprender a orar y el encontrarse 

con los sacramentos de una manera 

más profunda, hasta un sentido de 

pertenencia. Las escuelas Católicas 

están, verdaderamente, teniendo un 

impacto en la Diócesis de Austin.” 

— Misty Poe,  Superintendente

“Amen. Thank you for giving us a chance to win. 
All of this is going directly to the rebuilding of our 
religious education building and to our CCE program 
to evangelize and catechize our youth. We are excited 

about it.” 

— Rev. John Guzaldo, St. Luke Parish, Temple

“Amén. Gracias por darnos la oportunidad de ganar. 
Todo esto irá directamente a la reconstrucción de 
nuestro edifi cio de educación religiosa y a nuestro 
programa CCE para evangelizar y catequizar a 

nuestros jóvenes. Estamos emocionados por ello.”

— Rev. John Guzaldo, Parroquia de St. Luke, Temple

CSA PARISH INCENTIVE PROGRAM WINNERS / GANADORES DEL PROGRAMA DE INCENTIVO PARROQUIAL DEL CSA
Showing a steadfast commitment to the work of the CSA, we are immensely thankful to the faith communities that participated in the Parish Incentive Program. 
Because of the generosity and contributions of their parishioners, $97,500 was used to enhance parish life or provide scholarship funds throughout the Diocese.

Mostrando un fi rme compromiso hacia el trabajo del CSA, estamos inmensamente agradecidos con las comunidades de fe que participaron en el Programa de Incentivo 
Parroquial. Gracias a la generosidad y las contribuciones de sus parroquianos, $97,500 fue usado para mejorar la vida parroquial o proveer de fondos de becas a lo largo 
de la Diócesis.

$5,000 Winners/$5,000 Ganadores
St. Mary—San Saba
St. Patrick—Hutto
St. Stephen—Salado
Dolores—Austin
Holy Family—Lexington
Holy Trinity—Corn Hill
St. Joseph—Dime Box
St. Mary—Ellinger/Hostyn Hill
St. Matthew—Rogers
St. Paul Chong Hasang—Harker Heights
St. Paul—Austin
St. Peter Catholic Student Center—Waco
Sts. Cyril and Methodius—Granger

Lampasas/Marble Falls Deanery—$10,000
St. Paul the Apostle, Horseshoe Bay 
Replacement of carpet in the Family Life Center • Reemplazamiento de la 
alfombra en el Centro de Vida Familiar

Our Mother of Sorrows, Burnet and Holy Cross, Bertram
Maintenance and improvements to the church building and the church grounds 
• Mantenimiento y mejoras al edifi cio de la iglesia y al terreno 

St. Mary of the Immaculate Conception, Lampasas and Good Shepherd, Lometa
Payment of bills and reserve funding for a future parish gathering after the 
pandemic • Pago de facturas y reservación de fondos para una futura reunión 
parroquial después de la pandemia

Holy Trinity, Llano and St. Joseph, Mason 
Purchase of technology upgrades to enable live streaming of parish liturgies and 
gatherings • Compra de actualizaciones tecnológicas que permitan la transmisión 
en vivo de liturgias y reuniones parroquiales 

 St. Mary, San Saba and St. Peter, Goldthwaite
Much needed repairs to the parking lot at St. Mary Parish • Reparaciones muy 
necesitadas en el estacionamiento en St. Mary 

St. Charles Borromeo, Kingsland and Our Lady of the Lake, Sunrise Beach 
Yard work improvements and maintenance at St. Charles Parish; install security 
cameras at Our Lady of the Lake Parish • Mejoras al terreno y mantenimiento en 
St. Charles; instalación de cámaras de seguridad en Our Lady of the Lake

St. John the Evangelist Parish, Marble Falls 
Funding for the new Religious Education Center • Financiamiento del nuevo 
Centro de Educación Religiosa

$10,000 Winner/$10,000 Ganador
St. Luke Parish, Temple

I Love My Catholic School 
CSA Scholarship Winners

Ganadores de la Beca de CSA 
Amo Mi Escuela Católica
Elementary School/ Primaria
Dominic Heyl—St. Mary School, Taylor
Katherine McMurray—Holy Family School, Austin
Jacob Huerta—Holy Family School, Austin
Layden Louderback—St. Austin School,  Austin  

Middle School/ Secundaria                    
Matthew Ramirez—Santa Cruz School, Buda     
Francie Sarrat—St. Austin School, Austin             

High School/ Preparatoria       
Michael Bacon—St. Dominic Savio High School, Austin 
Madison Hare—Holy Trinity High School, Temple
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Results ranked by percent of goal achieved as of May 31, 2021 
Resultados clasificados por porcentaje de la meta alcanzado hasta Mayo 31, 2021

St. Mary - San Saba $4,500 $10,744 239% $4,733 227% 43 $250

Our Lady of San Juan - Moody $900 $2,020 224% $947 213% 9 $224

Holy Family - Lexington $2,700 $5,960 221% $2,840 210% 10 $596

St. Martin De Porres - Dripping Springs $50,000 $91,540 183% $52,586 174% 133 $688

St. John Vianney - Round Rock $84,000 $145,964 174% $88,345 165% 318 $459

St. Joseph - Marlin $5,500 $9,505 173% $5,784 164% 48 $198

St. Patrick - Hutto $27,000 $44,608 165% $28,397 157% 212 $210

Church of the Visitation - Westphalia $6,600 $10,540 160% $6,941 152% 93 $113

St. Ferdinand - Blanco $13,500 $21,058 156% $14,198 148% 71 $297

St. Joseph - Killeen $51,000 $76,723 150% $53,638 143% 363 $211

Santa Rosa - Andice $71,000 $104,180 147% $74,672 140% 260 $401

Holy Cross - Austin $15,500 $22,517 145% $16,302 138% 66 $341

St. Joseph - Dime Box $4,300 $5,880 137% $4,522 130% 22 $267

St. John - Fayetteville $26,000 $34,815 134% $27,345 127% 157 $222

St. Thomas More - Austin $206,000 $271,634 132% $216,655 125% 561 $484

St. John the Evangelist - Marble Falls $41,000 $53,879 131% $43,121 125% 140 $385

Sts. Cyril and Methodius - Granger $13,000 $16,994 131% $13,672 124% 92 $185

St. Mary - Wimberley $24,500 $31,406 128% $25,767 122% 92 $341

St. Paul the Apostle- Horseshoe Bay $21,500 $27,482 128% $22,612 122% 88 $312

Sacred Heart - Lott $2,500 $3,160 126% $2,629 120% 18 $176

St. Ann - Somerville $5,500 $6,885 125% $5,784 119% 21 $328

Sacred Heart - Waco $18,500 $22,595 122% $19,457 116% 106 $213

St. Mary of the Assumption - String Prairie $12,000 $14,495 121% $12,621 115% 54 $268

St. Philip - China Spring $8,000 $9,650 121% $8,414 115% 29 $333

St. Joseph - Mason $7,400 $8,875 120% $7,783 114% 36 $247

Holy Trinity - Corn Hill/Jarrell $23,500 $27,784 118% $24,716 112% 116 $240

St. Albert the Great - Austin $95,000 $109,462 115% $99,914 110% 253 $433

Holy Rosary - Frenstat $7,500 $8,617 115% $7,888 109% 34 $253

St. Thomas Aquinas - College Station $122,000 $139,685 114% $128,310 109% 242 $577

St. Francis On the Brazos - Waco $14,000 $15,991 114% $14,724 109% 209 $77

St. Peter - Goldthwaite $3,500 $3,960 113% $3,681 108% 10 $396

Our Lady of the Lake - Sunrise Beach $3,500 $3,959 113% $3,681 108% 14 $283

St. Mary of the Assumption - Taylor $27,000 $29,727 110% $28,397 105% 163 $182

St. Louis - Waco $143,500 $157,688 110% $150,922 104% 198 $796

St. Mary, Church of the Assumption - Waco $23,000 $25,241 110% $24,190 104% 98 $258

Christ the King - Belton $78,000 $85,004 109% $82,034 104% 264 $322

St. Mary, Immaculate Conception - Brenham $52,500 $56,566 108% $55,216 102% 171 $331

St. Eugene - McGregor $11,500 $12,348 107% $12,095 102% 49 $252

Emmaus - Lakeway $117,000 $125,613 107% $123,052 102% 255 $493

Sacred Heart - Rockne $38,000 $40,686 107% $39,966 102% 140 $291

St. William - Round Rock $279,000 $298,214 107% $293,431 102% 540 $552

St. Michael - Uhland $4,200 $4,472 106% $4,417 101% 26 $172

Sts. Cyril and Methodius - Marak $3,800 $4,037 106% $3,997 101% 39 $104

Holy Trinity - Llano $14,500 $15,251 105% $15,250 100% 59 $258

St. Luke - Temple $104,000 $109,042 105% $109,379 100% 230 $474

St. Paul - Austin $48,500 $50,827 105% $51,009 100% 165 $308

Holy Family - Copperas Cove $63,000 $65,882 105% $66,259 99% 205 $321

St. Joseph - Bryan $135,000 $139,953 104% $141,983 99% 348 $402

Holy Vietnamese Martyrs - Austin $83,000 $85,343 103% $87,293 98% 347 $246

St. Mary of the Visitation - Lockhart $34,300 $35,091 102% $36,074 97% 133 $264

St. Mary - Ellinger $9,000 $9,170 102% $9,466 97% 69 $133

Our Mother of Sorrows - Burnet $16,500 $16,757 102% $17,353 97% 58 $289

St. Louis - Austin $197,000 $198,934 101% $207,190 96% 314 $634

St. Paul Chong Hasang - Harker Heights $120,000 $120,939 101% $152,500 79% 296 $409

St. Mary - Caldwell $26,000 $26,139 101% $27,345 96% 101 $259

St. Elizabeth - Pflugerville $111,000 $111,248 100% $116,741 95% 333 $334

St. Edward Campus Ministry - Austin $3,900 $3,897 99% $4,102 95% 11 $354

St. Stephen - Salado $15,000 $14,910 99% $15,776 95% 44 $339

St. Catherine of Siena - Austin $157,000 $155,608 99% $165,121 94% 360 $432

St. Mary of the Immaculate Conception- Lampasas $8,500 $8,394 99% $8,940 94% 52 $161

St. Jerome - Waco $52,000 $50,391 97% $54,690 92% 193 $261

St. Anthony - Bryan $52,000 $50,208 97% $54,690 92% 138 $364

Good Shepherd - Johnson City $3,300 $3,161 96% $3,471 91% 21 $151

Ascension - Bastrop $82,000 $78,520 96% $86,241 91% 198 $397

St. Helen - Georgetown $187,000 $178,703 96% $196,672 91% 417 $429

St. Theresa - Austin $265,000 $245,359 93% $278,707 88% 269 $912

St. Margaret Mary - Cedar Park $121,000 $111,609 92% $127,259 88% 336 $332

St. Peter the Apostle - Austin $24,000 $22,010 92% $25,241 87% 71 $310

Santa Cruz - Buda $63,500 $58,162 92% $66,784 87% 192 $303

St. Stanislaus - Chappell Hill $5,500 $4,920 89% $5,784 85% 24 $205

Sacred Heart - La Grange $26,500 $23,502 89% $27,871 84% 130 $181

Our Lady of Lourdes - Gatesville $10,500 $9,291 88% $11,043 84% 26 $357

St. Mary, Our Lady of the Lake - Lago Vista $51,000 $44,816 88% $53,638 84% 101 $444

St. Anthony Marie De Claret - Kyle $42,000 $36,658 87% $44,172 83% 160 $229

St. Vincent De Paul - Austin $175,000 $149,652 86% $184,052 81% 265 $565

St. Joseph - Manor $18,000 $15,061 84% $18,931 80% 88 $171

Santa Teresa - Bryan $29,500 $24,306 82% $31,026 78% 142 $171

Good Shepherd - Lometa $6,000 $4,924 82% $6,310 78% 13 $379

St. Ignatius Martyr - Austin $106,500 $87,171 82% $112,009 78% 279 $312

St. Mary Catholic Center - College Station $75,000 $61,163 82% $78,879 78% 92 $665

St. Mary - Temple $57,000 $46,143 81% $59,948 77% 181 $255

St. Joseph - Cyclone $11,000 $8,835 80% $11,569 76% 39 $227

St. Mary, Church of the Assumption - West $51,500 $41,337 80% $54,164 76% 179 $231

St. Mary - Mexia $11,000 $8,787 80% $11,569 76% 37 $237

St. Charles Borromeo - Kingsland $14,000 $11,170 80% $14,724 76% 36 $310

St. John Neumann - Austin $357,000 $280,096 78% $375,466 75% 324 $864

St. Francis of Assisi - Franklin $6,800 $5,328 78% $7,152 74% 30 $178

St. Mary - Bremond $15,400 $11,995 78% $16,197 74% 64 $187

St. Monica - Cameron $11,000 $8,521 77% $11,569 74% 50 $170

St. Martin - Tours $12,000 $9,285 77% $12,621 74% 73 $127

St. Joseph - Rockdale $12,000 $9,247 77% $12,621 73% 58 $159

Sacred Heart - Elgin $25,000 $19,015 76% $26,293 72% 113 $168

St. Austin - Austin $95,000 $70,532 74% $99,914 71% 187 $377

St. Paul - Smithville $7,200 $5,323 74% $7,572 70% 37 $144

Our Lady of Guadalupe - Austin $47,500 $34,828 73% $49,957 70% 166 $210

St. Mary Cathedral - Austin $105,000 $76,885 73% $110,431 70% 135 $570

Immaculate Heart of Mary - Martindale $8,200 $5,905 72% $8,624 68% 51 $116

St. Ann - Rosebud $2,700 $1,920 71% $2,840 68% 17 $113

San Juan Diego - Stoney Point $1,000 $690 69% $1,052 66% 7 $99

St. Peter Catholic Student Center - Waco $6,300 $4,284 68% $6,626 65% 20 $214

San Jose - Austin $50,000 $33,540 67% $52,586 64% 186 $180

St. John the Evangelist - Luling $14,000 $9,385 67% $14,724 64% 65 $144

University Catholic Center - Austin $5,100 $3,390 66% $5,364 63% 17 $199

St. Mary - Hearne $10,000 $6,508 65% $10,517 62% 49 $133

Our Lady of Guadalupe - Taylor $13,000 $8,096 62% $13,672 59% 59 $137

Our Lady of Wisdom University - San Marcos $22,500 $13,122 58% $23,664 55% 38 $345

Our Lady of Guadalupe - Temple $17,000 $9,862 58% $17,879 55% 66 $149

St. Michael - Burlington $1,800 $1,017 57% $1,893 54% 15 $68

Dolores - Austin $26,000 $14,673 56% $27,345 54% 140 $105

Cristo Rey - Austin $39,500 $21,803 55% $41,543 52% 143 $152

St. Andrew Kim - Austin $5,100 $2,790 55% $5,364 52% 5 $558

St. Joseph - Waco $20,500 $11,060 54% $21,560 51% 100 $111

Sacred Heart - Austin $73,000 $38,886 53% $76,776 51% 234 $166

St. John the Evangelist - San Marcos $105,000 $55,654 53% $110,431 50% 181 $307

St. Julia - Austin $5,000 $2,407 48% $5,259 46% 24 $100

Santa Barbara - Austin $20,000 $9,565 48% $21,034 45% 104 $92

St. John the Baptist - Waco $4,800 $2,285 48% $5,048 45% 13 $176

St. Matthew - Rogers $3,800 $1,760 46% $3,997 44% 8 $220

Holy Cross - Bertram $2,000 $925 46% $2,103 44% 7 $132

St. Thomas - Hamilton $4,500 $2,040 45% $4,733 43% 14 $146

St. Margaret - Giddings $16,500 $6,980 42% $17,353 40% 51 $137

San Francisco Javier - Austin $14,000 $5,573 40% $14,724 38% 32 $174

St. Mary - Pin Oak $5,500 $2,130 39% $5,784 37% 8 $266

St. Joseph - Elk $7,700 $2,957 38% $8,098 37% 26 $114

Blessed Virgin Mary - Old Washington $1,700 $510 30% $1,788 29% 8 $64

      % of  
  Total % of Goal Challenge Challenge Number Average 
Parish Name - City Parish Goal  Pledged Pledged Goal Goal of Gifts Gift

    % of  
  Total % of Goal Challenge Challenge Number Average 
Parish Name - City Parish Goal  Pledged Pledged Goal Goal of Gifts Gift

56 parishes achieved their CSA Goal

46 parishes achieved their challenge goal
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Because of you,
thelives of our brothers 
and sisters throughout 

Central Texas are 
being transformed. 

Because of 
your generosity,

those in need have 
a pathway to hope.

Working
together,

we share the love of Christ 
throughout Central Texas.

$10,000-$19,999 
Circle of Faith

Donors

$20,000+
Circle of Joy

Donors

Mr. Donald Baldovin ✭
Ken & Mercedes Ciani ✭

Mr. & Mrs. Mark Crowley ✭
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Crowley ✭

Dr. & Mrs. Gerald Dreher
Mr. & Mrs. John Duplissey
Bill & Debbie Farley ✭

Mr. & Mrs. Manuel Gonzalez ✭
Mr. & Mrs. Anthony Guzaldo
Mr. & Mrs. Patrick Merchant

Ms. Elsie Opiela
Mr. & Mrs. John Overbey

Mr. Michael Owens & 
Mrs. Dina Dwyer-Owens

Ms. Cecelia Petty
Mrs. Maxine Rooney ✭

Mr. & Mrs. Pete Scarmardo

Kurt & Tracie Chew ✭

Mr. & Mrs. John Crilly
Dr. Kenneth & Dr. Lisa Ellis ✭

Deacon & Dr. Michael Glenn ✭✝

Dr. Rose Gonzalez
Mrs. Bernadette Kellerman ✭

Mr. & Mrs. Paul E. King ✭
Mr. & Mrs. Nyle Maxwell ✭
Stephen & Rita Richard ✭

Mr. James & Dr. Theresa Wagner
Mr. & Mrs. Gary Young ✭

Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth Young ✭
Anonymous (1)

Mrs. Sally Scholz
Mr. & Mrs. William Sherrill ✭

Mr. Donald Stewart
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Suff oletta ✭

Mr. & Mrs. Scott Thomas
Robert & Kitty Tunmire

Mr. & Mrs. Stefan Wilkens
Ms. Sherrie Yowell Anderson ✭

Mr. & Mrs. Francis Zordilla
Anonymous (3)

Thank you for 
making a diff erence!
 Good Shepherd Society members contributed more than 
$2.4 million to the 2020–2021 Catholic Services Appeal (CSA). 

Good Shepherd Society My sheep hear my voice; I know them, 
and they follow me.  ~John 10:27

$5,000-$9,999 
Circle of Hope

Donors

Deacon & Mrs. Michael Aaronson ✝
Mrs. Yesenia Alamo

Mr. & Mrs. Dean Becker
David & Cindy Bednar ✭
Ms. Victoria Beynon ✭

Mr. & Mrs. John Buckley, Jr. ✭
Mr. Bob Burke

Mr. & Mrs. James Buzan
Mr. & Mrs. James Joseph Cano

Mr. Joseph Chronister & 
Ms. Laura Weyrauch

Mr. & Mrs. Philip Congdon
Mr. & Mrs. Timothy Conlon
Mr. & Mrs. Chris Cosgrove

Dr. Kent Ellington & 
Dr. Micaela Aleman

Mrs. Jean Flanigan ✭
Ms. Theresa Frawley

Mr. & Mrs. James Gallogly
Mr. & Mrs. Jesus Garza ✭

Mr. Thomas Gora
Patty & Ray Hannigan

Mr. Robert Healing
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Hebner

Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Hodapp
Deacon & Mrs. Frederick Jones ✝

Dr. & Mrs. Timothy Juhlke

Mr. & Mrs. Tim Keating ✭
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Kerpsack
Mr. & Ms. Dan Krischke ✭

Mr. & Mrs. Charles Lam
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Leary ✭

Dr. & Mrs. Victor Li-Pelaez ✭
Mr. Dane Macaulay

Ms. Taddy Maddox ✭
Deacon & Mrs. James Madsen ✝

Mr. Joe Marek ✭
Mr. & Mrs. Louis Maspero ✭
Mr. & Mrs. Matthew McCabe

Mr. & Mrs. Tim McCarthy
Mr. & Mrs. Sean McDonald ✭
Dr. & Mrs. Jeff rey McDougall

Ms. Evelyn McNair
Mr. & Mrs. Felix Munson ✭

Mr. & Mrs. Edward Neidel
Dr. Jon & Dr. Hilary Olson ✭

Mr. & Mrs. Mike Owens ✭
Mr. & Mrs. William Paape ✭

Mr. Joshua Parker
Dr. & Mrs. Bobby Perales ✭

Mr. Aaron Percy
Mr. & Mrs. Gary Polasek

Mr. & Mrs. Gregory Rabaey ✭
Mr. & Mrs. Claude Savoie
Mr. & Mrs. Erik Schmude
Mr. & Mrs. Reid Sharp ✭

Mr. & Mrs. Kevin Sherry ✭
Dr. & Mrs. Charles Shoultz ✭

Mr. & Mrs. Anthony Siela
Mr. & Mrs. Marc Sivak ✭

Mr. & Mrs. Leonard Strickland ✭
Mrs. Emilia Tracey

Mr. & Mrs. Arnulfo Trevino
Dr. & Mrs. Paul Tucker

Ms. Mary Jo Tully
Raymond & Carmen Vargas ✭

Most Reverend Joe S. Vásquez ✭✝

Mr. & Mrs. Gustavo Villarreal
Mr. & Mrs. Tim Von Dohlen

Mr. & Mrs. Greg Waleke
Deacon & Mrs. Ronald Walker ✭✝

Mr. & Mrs. Russell Waters ✭
Ms. Marilyn Whitworth

Anonymous (8)

Mrs. Kristina Arce
John & Diana Argersinger ✭

Mr. Jaime Beaman & 
Mrs. Patricia Zorrila-Beaman

Mr. & Mrs. Greg Behrens
Mr. & Mrs. Dan Beltrand
Don & Lenee Bennett

Mr. & Mrs. Taylor Bentley
Mr. & Mrs. Don Bergman

Mrs. Patricia Best ✭
Mr. & Mrs. Philip Beyer

Mr. & Mrs. Kevin Bierschenk
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Bierschenk ✭

Mike & Diana Bonin
Mr. & Mrs. Leonard Bouldin ✭
Deacon & Mrs. Vincent Boyle ✝

Mr. & Mrs. Jonathan Brumley
Luz & Charles C. Bundick III ✭

Mr. & Mrs. Jerrold Cady
Mr. Lionel Campos

Mr. & Mrs. Mike Carpenter
Reverend Thomas Chamberlain ✝

Mr. Kenneth Chinchilla
Mrs. Gretchen Clement ✭

John & Kim Coers
Mr. & Ms. Jim Coff man
Mr. & Mrs. Jeff  Conners

Mr. & Mrs. Steve Coonan ✭
Dr. & Mrs. Rob Cowan

Dr. & Mrs. David Cuellar
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Curran

Mr. & Mrs. Franco Da Conturbia ✭
Mr. Joseph & Dr. Martha Dannenbaum

Mrs. Thuy Dao
Mr. & Mrs. Jim De La Cruz

Mr. & Mrs. David Deitz
Mr. & Mrs. Larry Demel

Jennifer & Andrew Dimas ✭
Mr. & Mrs. Joaquin Dominguez

Mr. & Mrs. Peter Donahoe
Mr. & Mrs. Sebastien Duffi  eld

$2,500-$4,999
Circle of Charity

Donors

✭ Enduring Member: Those who 
have contributed annually since 
the Good Shepherd Society was 
established in 2016

✝  Diocesan Clergy and Religious
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Good Shepherd Society
Dr. & Mrs. Mark Eltgroth

Mr. Tony Escasa
Mr. & Mrs. Chuck Faerber ✭
Mr. & Mrs. Sabas Flores ✭

Mr. & Mrs. Brian Follett
Mr. & Mrs. Scott Follett

Dr. & Mrs. Robert Foster
Ms. Dana Fowler

Dr. & Mrs. Matthew Fox
Mr. & Mrs. Martin Lee Fracker

Mr. Michael Frawley
Dr. & Mrs. Robert Frazer

Deacon & Mrs. Alvin Frerich ✭✝

Mr. & Mrs. Paul Funk
Mr. & Mrs. Martin Gamboa

Ms. Isabel Gamez
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Garza

Mr. & Mrs. Gregory Gause ✭
Mr. Dan Giebel & Mrs. Elizabeth Ebert

Mr. & Mrs. Charles Gilliland
Mr. Mario Gonsalves & 
Ms. Michelle Terreiro

Mr. & Mrs. Ben Gonzales
Mr. & Mrs. Gilbert Gonzalez
Mr. & Mrs. Milbert Groneck

Ms. Kathy Guajardo ✭
Mr. Jerome Hannah

Mr. & Mrs. John Hartley
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Hickl

Dr. Jerome Hill
Mr. & Mrs. Steven Horst
Mrs. Diana Houston ✭
Mr. & Mrs. Bill Hurley ✭

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Huston ✭
Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Ingalls

Mr. & Mrs. John James
Mr. Curtis Janke & Dr. Rita Spinn

Ms. Andrea Jansen
Mr. & Mrs. Randy Jedlicka

Ms. Luci Johnson
Ms. Kelley Johnston

Mr. & Mrs. James Johnstone
Dr. & Mrs. Jeff  Jones ✭
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Jordan

Mr. & Mrs. John Jourdan
Mr. & Mrs. David Jumonville

Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Junk
Mr. & Mrs. Gerry Kasberg ✭
Mr. & Mrs. Ricky Kasberg ✭

Mr. & Mrs. Dennis Kearns
Mr. & Mrs. John Keating
Mr. & Mrs. Rodney Kelly
Mr. & Mrs. Kelly Kimbrel

Mr. & Mrs. Jeff rey Kline ✭
Mr. Thomas Dewayne Kolar ✭

Mr. & Mrs. Brian Kondrat ✭
Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth Korty

Mr. & Mrs. Paul Koss
Mr. & Mrs. Andrew Kukla ✭
Mr. & Mrs. Karl Kuykendall

Mrs. Fairye Lake
Mr. & Mrs. Brian Lasseter

Mr. James Le & Mrs. Maria Neu
Mr. & Mrs. Craig Lewis

Dr. Anna Lichorad
Mr. & Mrs. Ron Lievens ✭

Mr. & Mrs. Leslie Little
Ms. Laura Loera

Mr. Felix Lopez & 
Mrs. Virgina Tresp ✭

Vilma Luna
Mr. Vernon MacHardy
Steve & Pat Macy ✭

Deacon & Mrs. Thomas Mallinger ✝
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Maness

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Mansour
George & Mary K. Marusak ✭
Mr. & Mrs. David Matthews ✭

Mr. & Mrs. Eric Matzner
Mr. & Mrs. John McGovern
Dr. & Mrs. Mark Meeks ✭

Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Menchaca
Mr. & Mrs. Elmer Merkel ✭

Mr. & Mrs. Carl Meuth ✭
Mr. & Mrs. Gene Meyer
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Wayne 

Mikulenka ✭
Mr. August Mitchon
Mrs. JoAnn Murphy

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Neal
Mr. & Mrs. James Nicholson
Mr. & Mrs. Matthew Novak
Mr. & Mrs. Chris Ojeda ✭
Mr. Douglas Oldmixon & 
Mrs. Jo-Dee Benson ✭

Mrs. Jean Olson
Mr. & Mrs. Dennis Orgeron

Mr. & Mrs. Patrick O’Rourke ✭
Mr. & Mrs. Donald Parks ✭

Mr. & Mrs. Alan Phillips
Mrs. Veronique Pileri

Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Pinero
Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Posey

Mr. & Mrs. Evan Quiros ✭
Mr. & Mrs. Marcin Rajtar

Mrs. Benita Ramirez
Mr. & Mrs. James Rathmann

Mr. Richard Ratliff 
Dr. & Mrs. James Rau
Dr. & Mrs. Philip Reilly

Mr. & Mrs. Ronald Rice ✭
Mr. & Mrs. Austin Riddle

Ms. Pam Roberts
Mr. & Mrs. Samuel Robinson ✭

Lisa Rosenberger ✭
Candy & Glenn Rosilier ✭

Mrs . Susan Ross
Mr. & Mrs. Russell Rowe

Mr. Robert Rubacha
Mr. & Mrs. Pedro Rubio ✭

Mr. & Mrs. John Ryan
Mr. & Mrs. Armando Salinas
Mr. & Mrs. Gustavo Salmon

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Schneider ✭

Mr. & Mrs. Luke Schreier
Dr. & Mrs. Keith Schumann

Mr. & Mrs. B. Scott ✭
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Seals

Mr. & Mrs. Arthur Sedillo
Mr. & Mrs. Zack Shields
Mr. Jerry Simpson, Sr.

Mr. & Mrs. James Smrekar
Mr. & Mrs. Murray Snook ✭

Michael Craig & Kristina Marie Snow
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Soileau

Dr. & Mrs. Craig K. Steiner ✭
Mr. & Mrs. Alan Stoner ✭

Ms. Marie Sullivan ✭
Mr. & Mrs. Vincent Sweat

Mr. & Mrs. Shannon Swenson
Mr. & Mrs. Adam Tate ✭
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Tavarez

Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Thevis ✭
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Tomlinson
Mr. & Mrs. Jaime Trevino ✭

Ms. Bonnie Troup
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Van Nostrand

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Vance
Mr. & Mrs. John Vanderlaan ✭

Dr. Ned Vanders ✭
Mr. & Mrs. Ben Vaughan

Deacon & Mrs. Patrick Venglar ✭✝

Mr. & Mrs. Juan De Dios Villarreal
Mr. & Mrs. Randy Vrana
Mr. & Mrs. James Walker

Dr. Mary Werlinger
Mr. & Mrs. Bill Wied

Mr. & Mrs. Keith Winkeler ✭
Mr. & Mrs. Scott Wise ✭
Mr. & Mrs. John Wisneski

Mr. & Mrs. Sam Wooderson
Mr. & Ms. Richard Zamora

Anonymous (9)

Mr. & Mrs. Alan Abando
Ms. Kelsey Adams
Dr. Glenn Agnolet

Mike & Maggie Alexander
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Alford
Mr. & Mrs. Rodney Allison

Mr. & Mrs. Eric Allmon
Mr. & Mrs. Erasmo Almanza
Dr. & Mrs. Allan Anderson

Ms. Genia Antoine
Mr. & Mrs. Nils Bagge
Mr. & Ms. Don Bailey
Mr. & Mrs. Dale Baker
Ms. Stephanie Baker

Mr. Brian Ballweber & 
Mrs. Eirene Chang

Mr. & Mrs. Charles Barker
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Barker

Dr. L. Allen Barkis & 
Dr. Penelope Holland-Barkis

Mr. & Mrs. David Barrera
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Barrera
Michael & Lori Baumann
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Bayer
Mr. & Mrs. William Bayer

Mr. & Mrs. Jose Bazan
Byoung Sun & Gerard Beaudoin

Ms. Angela Beck
Mr. & Mrs. Donald Beck
Mr. & Mrs. Ricky Beck

Mr. John Beech
Mr. & Mrs. James Bell

Mr. & Mrs. Victor Beltran
Mr. & Mrs. Leonard Belyeu

Mrs. Carol Bercen
Mr. Brian J. Berry

Mr. & Mrs. Bruce Bessner
Mrs. Dorothy Bielski

Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Bitter
Mr. Roger Bjork

Mr. & Mrs. Tom Blair ✭
Mr. Owen Bludau

Marilyn Bohnert Johnson
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Bomba

Mr. Louis Bona
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Bonham

Mr. & Mrs. Earl Borths
Mr. & Mrs. Steve Bosway
Mr. & Mrs. Scott Bouton
Mr. & Mrs. Jim Bowen

Dr. & Mrs. Stephen Braden ✭
Mr. & Mrs. Kurt Bradicich
Mr. & Mrs. Gerald Braun

Ms. Belinda Briceno Martinez
Mr. & Mrs. D. Patrick Brown

Roy & Debbie Buckholt
Mr. & Mrs. Greg Burress

Mr. & Mrs. Lee Butler
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Calnan

Mr. Michael Cannatti & 
Ms. Ann Phipps

Mr. & Mrs. Joe Capello
Mr. & Mrs. Darrell Carder
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Carlin
Mr. & Mrs. Scott Carter

Mr. & Mrs. John Cartwright
Mr. & Mrs. Hector Castaneda

Mr. & Mrs. Steve & Angela Catlin
Mr. & Mrs. John Cemino

Mr. & Mrs. Lawrence Cernosek
Mr. & Mrs. James Chapin
Mr. & Ms. Arturo Chavez
Mr. & Mrs. Sam Chirafi s

Mrs. Diane Christy
Dr. & Mrs. Bedford Clark

Mr. & Mrs. Keith Clements
Mr. & Mrs. Jack Cogwin

Ms. Debra Coleman
Mr. Kevin Connolly & 

Mrs. Angela Bishop-Connolly
Mr. & Mrs. Gary Cooper

Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Cooper
Mr. & Mrs. Kevin Coyle

Mr. & Mrs. Steven Crocker
Mr. & Mrs. Dan Curnock
Dr. & Mrs. Tim Daheim

Mr. & Mrs. Carlos de Olaguibel

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Declerck
Mr. Roland DeLaune

Mr. Vidal DeLeon
Mr. & Mrs. William DeLeon

Mr. & Mrs. Joe Delgado
Mr. & Mrs. Gerard Deters

Reverend Andrew Dung Dinh ✝
Dr. & Mrs. C. Leonard Dolce

Mr. & Mrs. Scott & Toni Donley
Reverend Melvin Dornak ✝

Mr. & Mrs. Gary Drango
Mr. & Mrs. Adrien Drouilhet

Mr. Robert Duda
Lt. Colonel & Mrs. Dennis Duff ey

Mr. & Ms. James Dunbar
Mr. Steven Dusing

Mr. & Mrs. Dale Dvorak
Mr. & Mrs. James Dwyer
Mr. & Mrs. Kevin Dwyer
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Eason

Mr. & Mrs. Eugene Engbrock
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Enze
Deacon & Mrs. Benito 

Jessie Esquivel ✝
Mr. Clarence Falcon
Mr. Mark Falsone

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Fangman
Mrs. Sara Fazzino

Mr. & Mrs. Tom Featherston
Mr. William Fejeran

Ed & Peggy Fernandes
Mr. & Mrs. Filiberto Fernandez

Mr. Ralph Finklea
Mrs. Sharon Flores

Mr. James Ronald Fraustro &
 Ms. Gloria Murillo
Mr. William Freitag

Mr. & Mrs. Leonard Friesenhahn
Mr. Clark Fritz

Mr. & Mrs. Phil Gadd
Mr. & Mrs. Gerardo Garcia

Very Reverend Pedro 
Garcia-Ramirez ✝

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Gardner
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Garofoli

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Garzone
Ms. Alisia Gatica

Mr. & Mrs. Ken Gerik
Mr. & Mrs. John Gilluly

Mr. & Mrs. David Gilmartin ✭
Paul Glaab

Mr. Randall Goedel
Mr. Cliff ord Goertz
Mr. Larry Goertz
Mr. Paul Goodine

Mr. & Mrs. Eric Goodloe
Mr. & Mrs. Damien Gray

Mr. & Mrs. Lance Greeson
Mr. & Ms. Richard Greff , Jr.

Mr. & Mrs. Donald Grier
Mr. & Mrs. Brandon Griffi  th

Mrs. Christine Griffi  th
Mrs. Audrey Grohman

Mr. & Mrs. Jonathan Grosch
Mr. Joe Gudka

Mr. & Mrs. Ricardo Guerra
Mrs. Yolanda Guerrero

$1,500-$2,499
Circle of Friends

Donors

Circle of Charity Donors Continued...
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Mr. & Mrs. James Gugleta
Mr. & Mrs. Gary Gutierrez
Mr. & Mrs. Patrick Haley
Mr. & Mrs. Rick Hamblet
Mr. & Mrs. Dale Hamilton
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Hanna
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Hanus

Mr. John Harnett &  
Mrs. Debra Hartnett

Mr. James Harrington
Mr. William Harrington

Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Harris
Mrs. Annette Harrison
Mr. & Mrs. Chuck Hart

Mr. & Mrs. Dewayne Hartmann
Mr. & Mrs. Jason Haskins

Heidi Heckel
Drs. Matthew & Julia Hejduk
Mr. & Mrs. Jose Hernandez
Mr. & Mrs. Rudy Hernandez

Mr. & Mrs. Paul Herrera
Mr. & Mrs. George Hessler
Mr. & Mrs. John Higgins
Ms. Joan Hillenbrand

Mr. & Mrs. Reed Hinkel
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Hoernis

Mrs. Dorothy Holecek ✭
Ms. Diana Horton

Mr. & Mrs. Chris Hotz
Mrs. Shirley Hoyer

Mr. & Mrs. John Hudec
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Hummel

Mr. & Mrs. Jeff Hunter
Mrs. Pat Hutyra

Mrs. Kay Isle
Mr. & Mrs. Larry Jackson

Mr. Larry Janak
Mr. & Mrs. Jan Johnson

Deacon Raymond Jones &  
Mrs. JoAnn Greenwood ✝

Dr. Donald & Dr. Margaret Jung
Mr. & Mrs. Kyle Kacir
Mrs. Gladys Kaderka

Mr. Joseph Kahlig
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Keefe

Mr. Crockett Keller
Ms. Joyce Kelly

Mr. & Mrs. Kevin Kerner
Mr. & Mrs. Harry Kilman

Mr. Richard Kinsey
Mrs. Shirley Kirk
Mr. Dan Knopf

Ms. Maureen A. Kohn
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Konnath

Mr. & Mrs. Marvin Kopecki
Mr. & Mrs. John Koster
Mr. & Mrs. Dan Kubala
Mr. & Mrs. Ray Landry
Mr. & Mrs. Ramon Lara

Mr. & Mrs. Charles Lauer
Mr. & Mrs. Phat Le

Mr. & Mrs. Edward Leanos

Mr. & Mrs. Javier Ledesma
Mr. & Mrs. Kevin Leo

Mr. & Mrs. Eduardo Leon
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Lepak

Deacon & Mrs. Robert Lindberg ✝
Mr. & Mrs. Edward Lindemann II

Constance & Curtis Linder
Mr. & Mrs. James Lindley ✭

Mr. & Mrs. Jim Lonergan
Mr. & Mrs. Steven Loos

Mr. & Mrs. George Lourigan
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Luttrell

Mr. & Mrs. Martin Lutz
Mr. & Mrs. James Lydon
Dr. & Mrs. Dennis Lynch

Mr. & Mrs. James Maguire ✭
Mr. & Mrs. Angel & Cristelia Maldonado

David & Yazmin Malone Mani
Mr. & Mrs. Carmine Marnari

Mr. & Mrs. Jim Maroney
Dr. & Mrs. Jose Martinez

Mr. & Mrs. Ramiro Martinez
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Massey

Mr. & Mrs. William Mastrodicasa
Mrs. Clara Jean Matustik

Ms. Stephanie Mayes
Deacon & Mrs. Frank McCormick ✝

Mr. & Mrs. George McDonald
Mr. & Mrs. Timothy McDonald

Mr. & Mrs. Sean McGee
Mr. & Mrs. Kevin McLaughlin
Mr. & Mrs. Marion Medlock
Mr. & Mrs. William Melnar
Mr. & Mrs. James Menke

Ms. Violeta Mercado
Mr. & Mrs. Clarence Meyer

Mr. & Mrs. Edward Mire
Mr. Bill Molloy

Mr. & Mrs. Jose Montemayor
Deacon & Mrs. David E. Montoya ✝

Ms. Joann Moulds
Mr. & Mrs. Mike Moya

Ms. G. Muto
Mr. & Mrs. Rolando Nanez

Dr. & Mrs. Raymond Naumann
Mrs. Florence Neal

Mr. & Mrs. Raymond & Celeste Neathery
Mr. & Mrs. Greg Nelson

Mr. & Mrs. Wayne Nenninger
Mr. & Mrs. Timothy Nevlud
Mr. & Mrs. John Newman

Mr. & Mrs. Trong Ngo
Mr. & Mrs. Michael lieu Nguyen

Dr. & Mrs. John Nielsen-Gammon
Mr. Patrick Nixon

Mr. Gabriel Nwaozo
Ms. Francesca Nyquist
Mr. & Mrs. Keith Odom

Mr. & Mrs. Charles Opersteny
Mr. & Mrs. Alex Opiela

Mr. & Mrs. David O’Quinn
Mr. Michael O’Quinn

Mr. & Mrs. Sammy Orange, Sr.
Fr. Richard O’Rourke, MSC. ✝
Mr. & Mrs. Adelfino Palacios

Mr. & Mrs. Dustin Parks
Mr. & Mrs. Kevin Patterson
Mr. & Mrs. Don Patteson

Mr. & Mrs. John Patti
Mr. & Mrs. John Payne

Mr. Clyde Pehl
Mr. & Mrs. Alberto Penichet

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Peterhans
Deacon Phúc Phan &  

Mrs. Theresa Thùy Le ✝
Mrs. Viginia Philippy

Mr. & Mrs. Fred Phillips
Mr. & Mrs. Tom Piegat
Mr. & Mrs. Rick Pilger

Dr. Robert & Dr. Veronica Piziak
Mr. Thaddeus Podbielski
Mr. & Mrs. Ladis Pokluda

Ms. Janee Pollock
Mrs. Florence Polzer

Mr. & Mrs. Javier Prado
Mrs. Betty Pratt
Mr. Espirio Puga

Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey Pustka
Mr. & Mrs. Edward Quail
Reverend Sang Quan ✝

Michael & Norma S. Quinn
Mr. Andrew Rainosek

Ms. Mary Margaret Raley
Mr. & Mrs. Patrick Randall
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Randall

Mr. & Mrs. John Ratcliff
Mr. & Mrs. Doug Raymond

Mr. Don Ream
Dr. Ann Reed

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Reibenspies
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Reister
Mr. William Reitmeyer &  

Mrs. Karen Folsom
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Revord
Dr. & Mrs. Michael Reyes

Mr. & Mrs. Roy Reyna
Mr. & Mrs. Eston Ricketson

Mr. & Mrs. Mark Ritchie
Mrs. Isabel Rivera

Mr. & Mrs. Daniel Robison
Mr. Gilbert Rodriguez
Mr. Andrew Roemisch

Mr. & Mrs. Charles Roesslein

Mr. & Mrs. James Ronner
Mr. & Mrs. Tracy Rudolph
Mr. & Mrs. David Ruedas

Mr. Stephen Ruf
Mr. & Mrs. Carl Russo

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Ruyle
Ms. Anne Ryan

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Saenz
Mr. & Mrs. James Sajewski

COL (Ret) Ruben Salinas, Jr.  
& Mrs. Salinas

Mr. & Mrs. John San Agustin
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Scanio

Ms. Megan Schimcek
Mr. & Mrs. Tony Schmelzer

Mr. Russell Schneider
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Schneider
Mr. Mark Schoenemann ✭

Mr. & Mrs. Joel Schretenthaler
Mr. & Mrs. Bill Schroeder

Mr. & Mrs. Fredlein Schroeder
Mr. Glenn Schroeder

Mr. & Mrs. John Schultz
Mr. Stephen Schultz

Mr. & Mrs. Tucker Schumacher
Mr. & Mrs. Joe Segovia

Ms. Rita Selvaggi
Mr. & Mrs. James Sheble
Mr. & Mrs. William Sherry

Ms. Claire Shia
Mr. & Mrs. Tom Simek

Mr. & Mrs. Clyde Simeroth
Ms. Judith Simmons

Deacon Donald Sims ✝
Ms. Lilla Sivek

Mr. & Mrs. Paul Smith
Mr. & Mrs. Scott Smith
Mr. & Mrs. Duke Snyder
Mr. & Mrs. Scott Snyder

Mr. & Mrs. Richard Sodek
Mr. Christopher &  

Dr. Rebekah Sperling
Mr. & Mrs. Kyle Spiess
Mr. Marshall Sprigg

Mr. & Mrs. Steve Stafford
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Stenseth

Ms. Thresa Stewart
Mr. & Mrs. Jeff Stivers

Mr. & Mrs. Charles Svoboda
Wade & Connie Swanson

Mr. & Mrs. William Swendner

Mr. James Teegarden
Dr. & Mrs. Gene Terry

Mr. & Mrs. Gregory Thomas
Mr. & Mrs. Derral Thorson

Mr. & Mrs. Alfred Till
Mr. & Mrs. Paul Tisch

Ms. Maria Rosaria Tobias
Jean Leger Touchet, Sr. 

Dr. & Mrs. Leonide Toussaint, III
Ms. Hoa Tran

Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Trochta
Mr. & Mrs. Gino Troy

Mr. & Mrs. David Tucker
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Turner

Mr. Antonio & Dr. Allison Urrutia
Mr. & Mrs. Ciriaco Valdez-Flores

Mr. & Mrs. Dieu Van Dinh
Mr. Ronald Vanecek

Mr. & Mrs. Ryan Vano
Ms. Deborah Vasquez
Ms. Gloria Velasquez

Mr. & Mrs. Elias Villanueva
Dr. & Mrs. Roque Villarreal, II

Mr. Edward Vrana
Mr. & Mrs. Trung Vu

Mrs. Michelle Wageman
Mr. & Mrs. Tim Wall

Mr. & Mrs. Lee Walters
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Wambold

Mr. & Mrs. John Wanken
Steve & Jacky Watkins
Mr. & Mrs. Ken Welch

Mr. & Mrs. Gregory Wessels
Mr. & Mrs. Evan Westwood

Mr. & Mrs. Paul White
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Wichgers

Mr. & Mrs. Joe Williams
Mr. & Mrs. Wayne Williams

Mr. & Mrs. Christopher Williston
Mr. & Mrs. Scott Wilson
Mr. & Mrs. Roger Wolf

Mr. & Mrs. Patrick Woods
Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Wooten

Mr. & Mrs. Kirk Zambetti
Mr. & Mrs. Patrick Zapalac
Mr. & Mrs. Peter Zenner
Ms. Mary Lynn Zoeller

Anonymous (28)

Good Shepherd Society
Circle of Friends Donors Continued...

Levels of Participation

             Circle of Joy • $20,000+

About the Good Shepherd Society
Now in its fifth year, the Good Shepherd Society has almost 800 members who have embraced a call to greater 
discipleship and to aiding Bishop Joe Vasquez as he leads his flock on their journey of faith.

Members of the Good Shepherd Society take a leadership role in advancing the mission of the Diocese of Austin, 
proclaiming the Gospel of Jesus Christ, and supporting those in need in our community. Members give $1,500 or 
more annually to the Catholic Services Appeal.

For more information visit austindiocese.org/csa/goodshepherd

Circle of Faith • $10,000-$19,999

Circle of Hope • $5,000-$9,999

Circle of Charity • $2,500-$4,999

Circle of Friends • $1,500-$2,499
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BISHOP’S INTERVIEW
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Bishop Joe S. Vásquez 
is the fifth bishop  
of the Austin Diocese, 
which is home to more 
than 610,000 Catholics. 
For details, visit the 
diocesan website at 
austindiocese.org.

Editor: Bishop, this month we 
continue our series on the Mass as we 
discuss the Liturgy of the Word. Will 
you give us a breakdown of this part of 
the Mass?

Bishop Vásquez: The Liturgy of the 
Word is essential to the celebration 
of the Eucharist. The Liturgy of the 
Word is primarily focused on Scripture 
readings, thus it should always be given 
great reverence and attention. The Con-
stitution on the Sacred Liturgy from the 
Second Vatican Council says, “The trea-
sures of the Bible are to be opened up 
more lavishly, so that richer fare may be 
provided for the faithful at the table of 
God’s word.” This is an excellent way of 
looking at the holy Scriptures –– God’s 
holy word must be poured out lavishly 
so that the people are nourished and fed. 

The Liturgy of the Word is essentially 
the first part of the Mass; it is followed 
by the Liturgy of the Eucharist. During 
the Liturgy of the Word, a lector reads 
the Scriptures, a cantor leads us in sing-
ing the Psalm and a priest or deacon 
proclaims the Gospel. Then we listen 
to the homily during which the priest 
or deacon breaks open the word of God 
for the people. Following that, as one 
assembly we profess our faith as we 
pray the Creed. 

Liturgy of the Word: May God’s Word transform our minds, hearts
Finally, we offer the 

Prayers of the Faithful, when 
we turn to God and ask that 
he be mindful of our needs. 
We pray for those who are 
sick and for those who have 
died. These prayers are not 
just for our personal needs, 
but they include the needs of 
the whole world.

Editor: Explain the 
importance of the prepared-
ness of the lector/deacon/
priest to proclaim the Word.

Bishop Vásquez: Lec-
tors should be well-trained 
to proclaim the Scriptures. 
We need lay people who are 
well-instructed, prepared and 
who have carefully meditated 
and prayed with the Word 
of God. Their reading should invite 
the congregation to open our ears and 
hearts to the Word of God, to listen at-
tentively and to allow the Word to pen-
etrate our lives. I also think it is import-
ant that lectors are trained to use tone, 
pace, inflection and volume, so that the 
faithful may truly experience the Word 
of God. All of these skills are import-
ant to engage the congregation in the 
Liturgy of the Word. Fundamentally, 
the lector must proclaim in a clear voice 
which communicates the Good News 
which has changed their lives. Unfortu-
nately, we have become accustomed to 
reading along rather than listening to 
God’s Word proclaimed.

The deacon or priest who proclaims 
the Gospel and/or gives the homily 

must also be well prepared. I 
encourage lectors and clergy 
to study the Word of God, 
pray with the readings and 
meditate upon them, so that 
they are able to properly 
share them with God’s peo-
ple. During the Mass, we are 
fed not only by the Eucharist, 
but also by the Word of God. 
They are both intimately 
connected. 

Whether a deacon, priest 

or bishop delivers the homily, he should 
study the Scriptures and present them 
in a way that speaks to the people of 
God. The homily should strengthen the 
faith of the listeners to follow Christ 
more faithfully and joyfully. 

Editor: How are the readings for 
each Mass selected?

Bishop Vásquez: Our current lec-
tionary was established after the Second 
Vatican Council. The Sunday lection-
ary has three cycles: A, B and C; the 
weekday lectionary has Year I (read in 
odd numbered years) and Year II (read 
in even numbered years). On Sun-
days, Year A focuses on the Gospel of 
Matthew. Year B focuses on Mark and 
Luke’s Gospel is the focus of the Year 
C. The Gospel of John is read during the 
Easter season and Christmas seasons.  

The idea behind these cycles is that 
after three years, we have listened to the 
majority of the Bible, the story of our 
salvation. Though we may not hear ev-
ery chapter or verse of every book in the 
Bible, we are given a greater apprecia-
tion of the Scriptures and the teachings 
found within them. 

At Sunday Mass, our first reading 
comes from the Hebrew Scriptures in 
the Old Testament (during Easter the 
first reading is from the Acts of the 
Apostles). Then we have the responso-
rial psalm, which includes songs of joy, 
suffering, thankfulness and appreciation 
of God’s mercy. The second reading 
typically is taken from one of St. Paul’s 
letters. He wrote to the Colossians, Cor-
inthians, Ephesians, etc. to help them 

live lives committed to Christ. For St. 
Paul, Christ is alive and real in the lives 
of all Christians. As an apostle, he truly 
cared for his people, and in very bold 
terms, he wrote about the Christian life 
and how to practice one’s faith. 

The Gospel is the pinnacle of the 
Liturgy of the Word. The Gospel is 
welcomed as we sing “Alleluia” and 
prepare to listen to the words of Christ. 
The Book of the Gospels is carried in 
prominence; it is often gilded with gold 
and lifted high so that the congrega-
tion may give reverence. As the Gospel 
begins, we mark our foreheads, lips 
and hearts with a cross praying that 
the Word may fill our minds, mouths 
and hearts. Ultimately and thankfully, 
Christ speaks to us in the Gospel giving 
us the Good News of salvation, which 
give us life and bring us joy.

Editor: What is your prayer for all 
of us as we deliver and/or receive the 
Word of God? 

Bishop Vásquez: I pray as ministers 
and laity we may always hunger for the 
Word of God. May we grow in love for 
God’s Word, so that it is authentically 
delivered to the people of God. As we 
listen to the Word of God, year after 
year, may the Word transform us to be 
true disciples of Jesus Christ who lives 
and reigns forever. Amen.

Bishop Joe Vásquez delivers the homily during 
Mass at Sacred Heart Parish in Austin. “The 
homily should strengthen the faith of the lis-
teners to follow Christ more faithfully and 
joyfully,” Bishop Vásquez said in this month’s 
interview. (Photo by Mark Leatherman)

Lauren Moore served as the can-
tor for the Mass celebrated during 
the Diocesan Catholic Youth Con-
ference last February. The cantor 
leads the congregation in singing 
the Psalm during the Liturgy of the 
Word. (Photo by Joshua Guenther)
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The 2021 Lumen Gentium awards were presented to the following 
individuals in recognition of their faithfulness and service. Recipients 

were nominated by their pastor or diocesan staff .
“Gathered together in the People of God and established in the one Body of Christ under one head, the laity—no 

matter who they are—have, as living members, the vocation of applying to the building up of the Church and to its 
continual sanctifi cation all the powers which they have received from the goodness of the Creator and from the 

grace of the Redeemer. The apostolate of the laity is a sharing in the salvific mission of the Church … The laity are 
given this special vocation: to make the Church present and fruitful in those places and circumstances where it is 

only through them that she can become the salt of the earth.”
—No. 33, Dogmatic Constitution on The Church (Lumen Gentium), Second Vatican Council, November 21, 1964

Yvette Alvarado
St. John the Evangelist Parish in San Marcos

Edward & Julie Boytim
St. Mary Catholic Center in College Station

Hortencia Buentello
Our Lady of Guadalupe Parish in Taylor

Domingo Cano Trujillo
San Juan Diego Mission in Stoney Point

Danny & Elena Carrizales
St. Francis On The Brazos Parish in Waco

Joseph Casagrande
St. John Vianney Parish in Round Rock

Joanie Correll
St. Stanislaus Parish in Chappell Hill

Luis Cortez Camarillo & Suzanna Camarillo
Our Lady of Guadalupe Parish in Temple

Tim & Sandy Daheim
St. Luke Parish in Temple

Belem Davila
Sacred Heart Parish in Austin

Warren Davis
Good Shepherd Mission in Johnson City

Robert Donathan
St. John Neumann Parish in Austin

Madelyn Edwards
Santa Rosa Parish in Andice

Tom & Linda Erwin
St. Thomas Parish in Hamilton

George & Mary Escobedo
St. Mary Parish in Lockhart

Barbara Evanicky
St. Paul Parish in Smithville

William Fillman
Our Lady of Wisdom Parish in San Marcos

Daniel Frasson-Nori
University Catholic Center in Austin

Robert & Brenda R. Garcia
Santa Teresa Parish in Bryan

John Gilluly
Diocese of Austin

Barry & Nicolasa Gonzales
St. Michael Parish in Uhland

Richard & Elva Gonzales
St. Joseph Parish in Killeen

Debi Goode
Ascension Parish in Bastrop

Reeta Grimes
St. Joseph Parish in Bryan

Harry & Debbie Grmela
Our Lady of Lourdes Parish in Gatesville

Jesus & Antonia Gutierrez
San Francisco Javier Parish in Austin

William Clayton Harrington
St. Mary Parish in Lampasas

Bernice Helpert
St. Jerome Parish in Waco

Ronald & Margaret Herrman
St. Patrick Parish in Hutto

Eugene & Bonnie Holub
St. Joseph Parish in Rockdale

Jorge Hurtado & Elaine Candelas
Our Lady of Guadalupe Parish in Austin

Ken Jezisek
Church of the Visitation in Westphalia

Lynn Johnson
Diocese of Austin

Donnie & Margaret Jung
St. Charles Borromeo Parish in Kingsland

Cynthia Klaer-Jordan
St. Thomas More Parish in Austin

Frank & Janice Klecka
St. Monica Parish in Cameron

Colleen Lawson
Sacred Heart Mission in Lott

Brian & Belinda Lehmkuhle
St. Margaret Mary Parish in Cedar Park

Jesus Loredo
Our Lady of San Juan Mission in Moody

Nancy Ines Luna
Sacred Heart Parish in Elgin

Kim Ly
Holy Vietnamese Martyrs Parish in Austin

Georgina Madrigal
St. William Parish in Round Rock

Bruce Marbach
St. Ferdinand Parish in Blanco

Eugene & Nancy Martinka
St. Paul Chong Hasang Parish in Harker Heights

Johnny & Dolores Martinka
Holy Trinity Parish in Jarrell

Janet Marie Mash
St. Ignatius Martyr Parish in Austin

Anna Mesa
Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish in Martindale

Bob & Mary Miller
Our Mother of Sorrows Parish in Burnet

Victor & Barbara Mokry
St. Helen Parish in Georgetown

Joe A. Moreno Jr.
St. Paul Parish in Austin

Raul & Veronica Noriega
San José Parish in Austin

Christina Orosco
St. Peter Student Center in Waco

Deborah Payne
St. Peter Mission in Goldthwaite

Lou & Julie Pierantoni
St. Martin de Porres Parish in Dripping Springs

Bernadette Polansky
Holy Rosary Mission in Frenstat

Hubert & Louemma Polansky
St. Mary, Our Lady of Lourdes Parish in Caldwell

Anne Psencik
St. Vincent de Paul Parish in Austin

Andy Rainosek & Francoise E. Luca
St. Albert the Great Parish in Austin

Jerry & Remigia Reyes
Holy Cross Mission in Bertram

John+ & Carol Rhodes
St. Anthony Parish in Bryan

Shawn Richards
St. Mary Parish in Brenham

John Robertson
Holy Family Parish in Copperas Cove

Basilia Rodriguez
St. Mary Parish in Temple

Rene Rodriguez
St. Eugene Parish in McGregor

Jose & Ninfa Salinas
St. Ann Parish in Somerville

Scott Ellis & Joan Elizabeth Sanders
Holy Family Mission in Lexington

George & Kathy Satsky
St. Mary Parish in Mexia

Rick Schmidt
Our Lady of the Lake Mission in Sunrise Beach

Martha Schroeder
St. Austin Parish in Austin

Kim Sharp
St. Elizabeth Parish in Pfl ugerville

Lawrence “LJ” Smith
St. Mary Cathedral in Austin

Monica Spacek
St. Joseph Parish in Dime Box

Ronnie & Peggy Sulik
Sacred Heart Parish in La Grange

Patrick & Linda Sultenfuss
St. Matthew Mission in Rogers

Pete Trevino
Christ the King Parish in Belton

Leticia Ugarte Osorio
St. Joseph Parish in Manor

Juan Daniel Vasquez
Good Shepherd Mission in Lometa

Luis Vega
St. Mary Parish in San Saba

Rick Virgne
Diocese of Austin

David & Sally Vogel
St. Mary, Our Lady of the Lake Parish in Lago Vista 

Christina Wagner
St. Catherine of Siena Parish in Austin

Jeffery Wade & Michelle Marie Wall
St. Joseph Parish in Waco

Cindy Wallace
St. Mary Parish in Hearne

William & Ashley Ward
St. Louis Parish in Waco

Peggie Watson
St. Stephen Parish in Salado

Craig Williams
Holy Cross Parish in Austin

Sue Yezak
St. Joseph Parish in Marlin

LUMEN 
GENTIUM

2021 Honorees

the Light 
of the World
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THE DOMESTIC CHURCH
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By Jennifer Kirsch | Guest Columnist

In 2017, the U.S. Conference of 
Catholic Bishops said, “…the Church 
recognizes that every parish commu-
nity includes members with disabili-
ties, and earnestly desires their active 
participation.”

According to the U.S. Census Bu-
reau, one in every three families has a 
family member with a disability.

The dignity of each person to be 
born, to live and to have access to the 
Body of Christ is a beautiful teaching 
of our Catholic faith and is central to 
the call of Jesus. Therefore, how can 
each of us collectively empower one 
another as a valued member of the 
Body of Christ?

More than a year ago, families 
in Austin came together with the 
prompting that there was a greater 
need to minister to families of chil-
dren with special needs. With prayer 
as our foundation, we discerned that 
raising awareness and dispelling fear 
were the first needs in our communi-
ties. Thus, we adapted a Lenten guide 
that included stories of unique saints 
with disabilities, highlighting that all 
are made in the image and likeness of 
God and each of us is made for love. 

We named our group, “The Ju-
nipers,” after a Franciscan monk, 
Brother Juniper, of whom St. Francis 
said there needed to be 100 more of 
and who most likely had an intellec-
tual disability.

As we listened to parents of chil-
dren with special needs, it became 
apparent that many struggle taking 
their children to church and have 
little hope of attending Mass as a 
family. Many children with special 
needs have sensory issues and bright 
lighting or loud singing may trigger 
unexpected behaviors. As a result, 
the whole family may stop attending 
Mass. 

A deep desire of many parents is 
to be accompanied on their jour-
ney. This accompaniment is key to 
authentic inclusion. Therefore, we 
realized our priority as a group was 
to help provide access to the Eucha-
rist to the entire family. We began 
learning more about sensory-friendly 
Masses.

What can each of us do to make 

the liturgy and 
other catechesis 
accessible and 
rich with a sense 
of belonging? As 
the Body of Christ, 
we can be welcoming of all families. 
We can provide accommodations 
in the context of liturgy and educa-
tional settings, be patient and loving 

(especially when people with dis-
abilities may behave differently) and 
use people-first language such as the 
child who has autism as opposed to 
the autistic boy. 

BethAnn Adam, a Junipers mem-
ber, and her husband, Chad have 
three children with special needs, 
ages 8, 6 and 4. She said no one ex-
pects that one of their children will 
have special needs, let alone three 
children with special needs. 

“But this journey has been the big-
gest blessing of our lives … It is filled 
with other things too: sorrow, worry 
and stress, but the biggest thing that 
I see is love. The love they have for 
Jesus is fantastic and so pure. They 
pour that love out for everyone and 
for my husband and me. The relation-
ship my family has with God is a de-
voted one,” she said. “We pray a lot, 
especially for our ‘brain differences.’ 
My oldest child has a brain injury 
from sepsis, and my two younger 
children have epilepsy. All three have 
a rare genetic disorder that comes 
with a bevy of complications. We 
are at physical therapy, occupational 
therapy, speech therapy and doctor’s 
appointments at least four days a 
week, usually five, but we get about 
one or two Fridays off a month. It is 
busy, but we are always together and 
laughing. Faith and family are our 
biggest treasures.”

I too am the parent of a child with 
special needs, and I have been bless-
ed by our son’s presence in our family 
and blessed by so many families I 
have met who are growing in humili-
ty and patience. Being rooted in faith 
and being accompanied by others 
who face this journey at the time of a 
diagnosis and throughout the journey 

are critical. Soon af-
ter my son’s birth, I 
remember a mom of 
a child with special 
needs who told me, 
“Your highs will be 

higher and your lows will be lower.” 
More recently, I was so grateful for 

a teacher who happened to have a son 
with special needs. The teacher truly 

accompanied my son and our family. 
Even though there were behavioral 
obstacles, difficult conversations and 
many opportunities to improve, we 
were all able to celebrate my son’s 
achievements.

The Junipers meet virtually on a 
monthly basis and host speakers from 
around the country learning from and 

praying with them. Some topics we 
are exploring and will cover in the 
following year are sensory-friendly 
Masses, multi-modal styles of prayer, 
family fun days, accessible catechesis 
resources, Catechesis of the Good 
Shepherd lessons for the home, evi-
dence-based practices for academics 
and teaching virtue to children with 
special needs. 

In supporting each other, all of us 
grow in virtue and come to under-
stand more deeply what it means to 
be the Body of Christ. Each encoun-
ter makes a difference to the child 
with special needs and to all the 
members of their family.

Welcoming all God’s children as we celebrate the domestic church

Aug. 20-22: Greater than a Mother’s Love
“Greater than a Mother’s Love: The Maternal-Fraternal 
Tension of Francis’ and Clare’s Spirituality” will be 
offered Aug. 20-22 at Cedarbrake. St. Francis and 
St. Clare both invited the Franciscan family to live as 
mothers, brothers, sisters and spouses of Jesus in the 
household of the ONE father who is God. This retreat 
will consider the family life of both Francis and Clare and 
how their experience of their parents and siblings challenges 
the Franciscan family to live as brothers, sisters and mothers 
to each other. Prof. Gilberto Cavazos-González, OFM, is a 
Friar Minor with a doctorate in spirituality from the Pontifi cal 
University in Rome. These talks will be presented virtually from 
Rome. Franciscan Father Albert Haase will be present to facilitate 
the weekend, guide the discussion and celebrate Mass. Cost is 
$265 for a private room, $215 for a double and $125 commuter rate. 
Price includes meals and linens.

Agosto 27-29: Spanish Weekend Retreat with Fr. Charlie Garza 
Sanación a Través del Corazón de Jesús con el Padre Charlie Garza El 
Retiro de La Sanación a Través del Corazón de Jesús se llevará a cabo 
el 27-29 de agosto en Cedarbrake Catholic Retreat Center en Temple. 
Este retiro se enfoca en nuestra identidad como los amados de Dios y en 
las heridas que nos impiden vivir esa identidad. El Padre Charlie Garza, 
pastor de St. Albert the Great Parish en Austin, es el presentador. El costo 
es de $240 por un cuarto para una sola persona, $190 por persona en un 
cuarto compartido y $100 para aquellos que no pasen la noche en el Centro 
de Retiros, el precio incluye las comidas y la ropa de cama para el fi in de 
semana. Por favor, regístrese en cedarbrake.org o llame al (254) 780-2436.

To register, call the Cedarbrake offi ce at (254) 780-2436.  
www.cedarbrake.org  cedarbrake@austindiocese.org

The retreat schedule is dependent on COVID-19 restrictions.

Retreats at  Cedarbrake
5602 N HWY 317, Temple, TX 76502

Jennifer Kirsch lives in Austin and is a pa-
rishioner of St. Austin Parish. For more in-
formation about joining the Junipers com-
munity, email jenandpaul.kirsch@gmail.com.

As we listened to parents of children with special needs, it became  
apparent that many struggle taking their children to church and have 
little hope of attending Mass as a family.
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The special collection for Retired Clergy and Religious was taken up Dec. 12-13. For more information on this collection, visit retiredreligious.org. To report an error in the totals below, contact the diocesan 
Finance Office at (512) 949-2400.

Nearly $170,000 collected for Retired Clergy and Religious
SPECIAL COLLECTION

PARISH TOTALS PARISH TOTALS PARISH TOTALS PARISH TOTALS
AUSTIN CENTRAL DEANERY 
Austin, Cristo Rey $820.50
Austin, Our Lady of Guadalupe $946.75
Austin, Sacred Heart $2,296.00
Austin, San Jose $267.00
Austin, Santa Barbara $803.13
Austin, St. Austin $1,680.00
Austin, St. Ignatius $2,089.05
Austin, St. Julia $773.50
Austin, St. Mary Cathedral $1,766.00
Austin, University Catholic Center $267.33
Austin Central Deanery Totals $11,709.26
AUSTIN NORTH DEANERY 
Austin, Holy Vietnamese Martyrs $3,036.00
Austin, St. Albert the Great $1,447.00
Austin, St. Louis $3,269.00
Austin, St. Theresa $7,616.09
Austin, St. Thomas More $10,811.81
Austin, St. Vincent de Paul $3,388.10
Cedar Park, St. Margaret Mary $2,422.00
Lago Vista, Our Lady of the Lake $1,127.00
Austin North Deanery Totals $33,117.00
AUSTIN SOUTH DEANERY 
Austin, San Francisco Javier $2,114.52
Austin, St. Andrew Kim $0.00
Austin, St. Catherine of Siena $8,786.88
Austin, St. John Neumann $3,800.00
Austin, St. Paul $970.25
Austin, St. Peter the Apostle $1,554.00
Lakeway, Emmaus $1,931.42
Stony Point, San Juan Diego $191.50
Austin South Deanery Totals $19,348.57
BASTROP/LOCKHART DEANERY 
Bastrop, Ascension $2,985.00
Elgin, Sacred Heart $1,585.41

Lockhart, St. Mary of the Visitation $781.00
Luling, St. John $214.00
Martindale, Immaculate Heart $430.00
Rockne, Sacred Heart $1,120.00
Smithville, St. Paul $658.00
String Prairie, Assumption $322.00
Bastrop/Lockhart Deanery Totals $8,095.41
BRENHAM/LA GRANGE DEANERY 
Brenham, St. Mary Immaculate Conception $1,719.50
Chappell Hill, St. Stanislaus $906.00
Dime Box, St. Joseph $831.00
Ellinger/Hostyn Hill, St. Mary $846.00
Fayetteville, St. John $1,136.00
Giddings, St. Margaret $239.00
La Grange, Sacred Heart $1,146.00
Lexington, Holy Family $80.00
Old Washington on the Brazos, St. Mary $43.00
Rockdale, St. Joseph $880.00
Somerville, St. Ann $273.00
Brenham/La Grange Deanery Totals $8,099.50
BRYAN/COLLEGE STATION DEANERY 
Bremond, St. Mary $1,250.00
Bryan, Santa Teresa $1,009.00
Bryan, St. Anthony $2,094.60
Bryan, St. Joseph $82.26
Caldwell, St. Mary $1,089.00
College Station, St. Mary $2,846.67
College Station, St. Thomas Aquinas $3,005.14
Franklin, St. Francis of Assisi $774.00
Frenstat, Holy Rosary $543.50
Hearne, St. Mary $754.50
Bryan/College Station Deanery Totals $13,448.67
GEORGETOWN/ROUND ROCK DEANERY 
Andice, Santa Rosa $3,841.00
Corn Hill, Holy Trinity $1,714.00

Georgetown, St. Helen $5,544.68
Hutto, St. Patrick $935.23
Manor, St. Joseph $257.00
Pflugerville, St. Elizabeth $2,134.05
Round Rock, St. John Vianney $3,268.55
Round Rock, St. William $7,955.81
Taylor, Our Lady of Guadalupe $677.82
Taylor, St. Mary of the Assumption $914.00
Georgetown/Round Rock Deanery Totals $27,242.14
KILLEEN/TEMPLE DEANERY 
Belton, Christ the King $1,865.43
Burlington, St. Michael $210.00
Cameron, St. Monica $222.00
Copperas Cove, Holy Family $3,268.04
Cyclone, St. Joseph $711.00
Harker Heights, St. Paul Chong Hasang $5,173.33
Killeen, St. Joseph $3,832.39
Marak, Sts. Cyril and Methodius $220.00
Rogers, St. Matthew $30.00
Rosebud, St. Ann $284.54
Salado, St. Stephen $626.00
Temple, Our Lady of Guadalupe $851.00
Temple, St. Mary $1,837.00
Westphalia, Visitation $475.00
Killeen/Temple Deanery Totals $19,605.73
LAMPASAS/MARBLE FALLS DEANERY 
Bertram, Holy Cross $25.00
Burnet, Our Mother of Sorrows $445.00
Goldthwaite, St. Peter $272.00
Horseshoe Bay, St. Paul the Apostle $1,686.00
Kingsland, St. Charles Borromeo $262.00
Lampasas, St. Mary $506.00
Llano, Holy Trinity $803.10
Marble Falls, St. John $1,413.00
Mason, St. Joseph $400.00

San Saba, St. Mary $330.00
Lampasas/Marble Falls Deanery Totals $6,142.10
SAN MARCOS DEANERY   
Blanco, St. Ferdinand $771.00
Dripping Springs, St. Martin de Porres $6,031.96
Johnson City, Good Shepherd $160.00
Kyle, St. Anthony Marie de Claret $916.00
San Marcos, St. John $620.00
San Marcos,Our Lady of Wisdom University Parish $406.00
Wimberley, St. Mary $392.00
San Marcos Deanery Totals $9,296.96
WACO DEANERY 
China Spring, St. Phillip $75.00
Gatesville, Our Lady of Lourdes $461.00
Hamilton, St. Thomas $153.00
Lott, Sacred Heart $169.00
Marlin, St. Joseph $236.00
McGregor, St. Eugene $305.25
Mexia, St. Mary $502.00
Moody, Our Lady of San Juan $27.25
Waco (Bellmead), St. Joseph $302.00
Waco (Hewitt), St. Jerome $2,366.00
Waco, Sacred Heart $995.57
Waco, St. Francis on the Brazos $716.00
Waco, St. John the Baptist $151.00
Waco, St. Louis $3,279.14
Waco, St. Mary of the Assumption $1,936.00
Waco, St. Peter Catholic Center $227.00
West, Church of the Assumption $1,773.00
Miscellaneous $100.00
Waco Deanery Totals $13,774.21
 
Grand Totals $169,879.55
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Patsy A. Wiley
Llano/Kingsland/Austin
830-613-0644

Monica Mikeska
Temple
254-760-3653

Angie Serna Biehunko 
San Marcos
512-393-4536

Steve Michlik
Austin
214-679-2954
Additional ages available. Rates are subject to change. 

Home Office: San Antonio, Texas. #ASU 1.21

Do You Want to Increase Your Financial Legacy?
Turn a $50,000 Inheritance into a 

$126,327 Tax-Advantaged Gift 
Do you have money that you plan to leave to your 
children or grandchildren that’s earning a low interest 
rate? If you’ve been blessed by good health, you 
should consider a Single Premium Whole Life 
Insurance plan.  Protection + Estate Building.

Look What a $50,000 Premium Can Do

Age Death 
Benefit

Cash Value 
Year 2

Cash Value 
Year 10

60 $126,327 $50,570 $65,231
65 $107,470 $50,538 $64,377
70    $93,443 $51,275 $63,979

FAITH THROUGH ART

By James B. Janknegt | Columnist

In the Gospel of Luke we read the 
parable of the Two Debtors: A Phari-
see invited him to dine with him, and 
he entered the Pharisee’s house and 
reclined at table. Now there was a 
sinful woman in the city who learned 
that he was at table in the house of the 
Pharisee. Bringing an alabaster flask 
of ointment, she stood behind him at 
his feet weeping and began to bathe 
his feet with her tears. Then she wiped 
them with her hair, kissed them, and 
anointed them with the ointment. 

When the Pharisee who had invited 
him saw this he said to himself, “If 
this man were a prophet, he would 
know who and what sort of woman 
this is who is touching him, that she is 
a sinner.” 

Jesus said to him in reply, “Simon, 
I have something to say to you.” “Tell 
me, teacher,” he said. “Two people 
were in debt to a certain creditor; one 
owed five hundred days’ wages and 
the other owed fifty. Since they were 
unable to repay the debt, he forgave it 
for both. Which of them will love him 
more?” 

Simon said in reply, “The one, 
I suppose, whose larger debt was 
forgiven.” He said to him, “You have 
judged rightly.” Then he turned to 
the woman and said to Simon, “Do 
you see this woman? When I entered 
your house, you did not give me water 
for my feet, but she has bathed them 
with her tears and wiped them with 
her hair. You did not give me a kiss, 
but she has not ceased kissing my 
feet since the time I entered. You did 
not anoint my head with oil, but she 
anointed my feet with ointment. So 
I tell you, her many sins have been 
forgiven; hence, she has shown great 
love. But the one to whom little is 
forgiven, loves little.” 

He said to her, “Your sins are 
forgiven.” The others at table said to 
themselves, “Who is this who even 
forgives sins?” But he said to the wom-
an, “Your faith has saved you; go in 
peace.” 

There is tradition in some Middle 
Eastern cultures of owning a tear bot-
tle. During times of grief and sorrow, 
tears are collected in this bottle. At 
death the tear bottle is buried with the 

deceased as a symbol of all the sadness 
the person has undergone. It does not 
say so outright in this parable, but 
it could be assumed that along with 
her jar of ointment, the woman has 
brought her tear bottle and is using 
the contents to wash Jesus’ feet. 

She is literally pouring out her 
sadness and sorrow on Jesus. How 
many of those tears were cried as a 
result of her own bad choices? Jesus 
did not condemn her for her sin, but 
he let her pour her grief and sorrow 
out upon him. She also poured out her 
love in response to his forgiveness 
and acceptance. She knew the magni-
tude of the gift because she was aware 
of the magnitude of her sin. Bearing 
the sadness alone compounds much 
of our sorrow. How marvelous that we 
can unite our suffering to the suffer-
ing of Jesus. 

As St. Paul says in Colossians 1:24, 
“Now I rejoice in my sufferings for 
your sake, and in my flesh I am filling 
up what is lacking in the afflictions of 
Christ on behalf of his body, which is 
the church.” 

The Psalmist says in Psalm 56: “My 
wanderings you have noted; are my 
tears not stored in your flask, recorded 
in your book?” God does not distance 
himself from our sorrow but enters 
deeply into it, even to the point of 
giving up his life for us. The tears, like 
the suffering, are mingled –– my tears 
are in God’s bottle.

Heavenly Father, never let me forget 
the magnitude of my sin, nor the mag-
nitude of your love and forgiveness. 
Like the woman in the story, let me 
unite my sorrow and sadness with the 
suffering of Jesus, for the sake of your 
church. Lord, I love you, help me to 
love you more. Collect my tears in your 
bottle. Amen.

Praying with Scripture as we unite our suffering with Christ’s

James B. Janknegt painted “Two Debtors” with oil on canvas in 2016. Janknegt is a painter with mul-
tiple degrees in studio art. He and his wife live in Elgin and are active at Sacred Heart Parish where 
they help play music for Mass and lead the RCIA program. For more information about him and his 
artwork visit www.BCArtFarm.com.
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Calendar of events
Mark your calendars for these events that are coming up across the Diocese of Austin. 
Send entries for this section to catholic-spirit@austindiocese.org.

Official schedule
The official schedule for Bishop Joe Vásquez is listed below. Dates and times are 

subject to change.

Bishop  
Joe S.  
Vásquez

July 29: Franciscan Father Albert Haase will 
present “The Listening to the Voice of God” 
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. at St. Helen Parish 
in Georgetown. Participants are invited to 
grow in a deeper relationship with God 
by learning how the Lord speaks to us 
in daily life. The day is based on Father 
Haase’s book, “Saying Yes: Discovering and 
Responding to God’s Will in Your Life.” The 
cost is $40 and includes lunch. Register 
through Cedarbrake by calling (254) 780-
2436 or at www.cedarbrake.org.

July 30: St. Mary Parish in Lockhart will host 
its 49th annual Jamaica/Bazaar from 6 p.m. 
to midnight. Festivities include a silent 
auction, food, music, games for all ages and 
a cornhole tournament. Details: Call Juan 
Alvarez at (512) 216-3536.

July 31: The Legion of Mary will host “A De-
votion of 2000 Hail Marys” at Sts. Cyril and 
Methodius Parish in Granger. The Blessed 
Sacrament will be exposed and prayers 
will begin at 6:45 a.m. in the church and 
will conclude around 5 p.m. There will be 
20 universal petitions, and 100 Hail Marys 
prayed for each intention. Participants are 
asked to come with three personal peti-
tions. To lead one of the petitions/100 Hail 
Marys or to get more information, call Lillie 
Huff at (512) 694-2801 or Rose Unnasch at 
(512) 760-5727.

Aug. 5: The Maria Goretti Network, a self-
help support network for those affected by 
abuse and their families, meets virtually on 
the first Thursday of each month from 7:30 
to 9 p.m. Details: tbreaux@mgoretti.org or 
(713) 851-3708.

Aug. 11: Bishop Joe Vásquez will celebrate 
the annual Rural Life Mass at 6 p.m. at St. 
Mary Parish Hearne. The Mass is hosted 
by the Austin Diocesan Council of Catholic 
Women and celebrates the recent harvest. 
Priests who wish to concelebrate are asked 
to bring their alb and stole. A reception 
will follow the Mass. Call St. Mary Parish 
to register to attend the reception at (979) 
279-2233.

Aug. 12: Learn more about the Troops of St. 
George (TSG) while sharing a pint together 
from 6 to 9 p.m. at Rentsch Brewery in 
Georgetown. TSG #22 supports the Austin 
area by bringing fathers and sons together 
using the outdoors in a Catholic environ-
ment. This joint journey of fathers and 
sons will help grow members spiritually, 
mentally and physically in accordance with 
the Catholic Church. Details: contact Robert 
Feldman at rob.feldman@gmail.com or call 
(979) 492-3140.

Aug. 15: St. Monica Parish in Cameron will 

host its Homecoming Festival on the parish 
grounds. Barbecue beef and sausage plates 
($12 each) will be served beginning at 10 
a.m. Other activities will include games, a 
live auction, live music and a horseshoe 
and cornhole tournament at 1 p.m.

Aug. 20-22: Greater than a Mother’s Love, a 
weekend retreat, will be held at Cedarbrake 
Catholic Retreat Center in Temple. Partici-
pants will consider the family life of Francis 
and Clare and how their experience of their 
parents and siblings challenges the Fran-
ciscan family to live as brothers, sisters and 
mothers to each other while under the care 
of God the father. Franciscan Father Gilber-
to Cavazos-González will lead the retreat. 
The cost is $265 for a private room, $215 
per person for a shared room, and $125 for 
commuters, which includes meals. Details: 
www.cedarbrake.org or (254) 780-2436.

Aug. 21: A Benefit Bash to celebrate the third 
anniversary of Armor of God Radio will be 
held from 6 to 9 p.m. Details: www.armorof-
godradio.com.

Aug. 27-29: The Healing Through the Heart 
of Jesus Retreat will be held in Spanish 
at Cedarbrake Catholic Retreat Center in 
Temple. This retreat focuses on our identity 
as God’s loved ones and the hurts that 
prevent us from living that identity. Father 
Charlie Garza, pastor of St. Albert the Great 
Parish in Austin, will present. Details: www.
cedarbrake.org or (254) 780-2436.

Aug. 28-29: Catholic Charities of Central 
Texas Weekend will be held in parishes 
throughout the Diocese of Austin.

Aug. 28: The diocesan Secretariat of Life, 
Charity and Justice will host a gathering 
from 8 a.m. to noon at St. Elizabeth Parish 
in Pflugerville. This conference is for those 
whose faith inspires them to respond to 
current challenges relating to evangeliza-
tion in contemporary society, lay leader-
ship, poverty, injustice and the promotion 
of human life and dignity. Details: www.
austindiocese.org/christ-our-hope.

Sept. 5: Sts. Cyril and Methodius Parish in 
Granger will host its annual Bazaar from 
11 a.m. to 11 p.m. A barbecue and sausage 
dinner with all the trimmings will be served 
for $12 per plate. Games for all ages will 
begin at noon. The live auction will begin at 
1:30 p.m. The dance begins at 7 p.m. Details: 
www.sscmchurch.org.

Sept. 6: Diocesan offices will be closed for 
Labor Day.

Sept. 7: The Youth Ministry Summit for all 
parish youth ministers for formation and 
community will be held from 10 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m. Details: (512) 949-2464.

July 25: Ordination of Chorbishop-elect Don Sawyer, 
Our Lady’s Maronite Parish, Austin, 10 a.m.

July 27: Knights of Columbus Clergy & Religious 
Appreciation Banquet, St. Helen Parish, George-
town, 5:30 p.m. 

July 28: Orientation for Newly Ordained Priests, 
Pastoral Center, 10 a.m.

July 29: Finance Council, Pastoral Center, 11 a.m.
Aug. 1: Confirmation, Holy Cross Parish, Austin, 10 

a.m.
Aug. 3-5: Seminarian Convocation, Cedarbrake
Aug. 4: Vocation Team Meeting, Cedarbrake, 2:30 p.m.
Aug. 6: Monthly Budget Meeting, Pastoral Center, 

8:30 a.m.
Pastoral de Conjunto, Pastoral Center, 6:30 p.m.
Aug. 7: Confirmation, Santa Barbara Parish, Austin, 

9 a.m.
Aug. 10: Mass & Convocation for Diocesan Faculty 

and Staff, St. John Vianney Parish, Round Rock, 
9:30 a.m.

Meeting with Minister General of Third Order Regu-
lar Franciscans, Pastoral Center, 1:30 p.m.

Aug. 11: Rural Life Mass, St. Mary Parish, Hearne, 6 p.m.

Aug. 12: Secretariat Directors, Pastoral Center, 9 
a.m.

Aug. 13: Catholic Charities, Pastoral Center, 8:30 
a.m.

Aug. 15: Mass, St. Mary Cathedral, Austin, 9:30 a.m.
Aug. 17: Presbyteral Council, Pastoral Center, 10 

a.m.
Aug. 18: Mass and Dinner with Members of the 

Equestrian Order of the Holy Sepulchre of Jerusa-
lem, Austin, 5 p.m. 

Aug. 21: Mass, Sacred Heart Parish, Austin, 7 p.m.
Aug. 28: Opening Mass at “Christ Our Hope” Gather-

ing, St. Elizabeth Parish, Pflugerville, 8 a.m.
Mass for Good Shepherd Society, Austin, 4 p.m. 
Sept. 3: Monthly Budget Meeting, Pastoral Center, 

8:30 a.m.
Sept. 4: Confirmation, St. Peter the Apostle Parish, 

Austin, 10 a.m.
Sept. 9: Secretariat Directors, Pastoral Center, 9 

a.m.
Catholic Charities of Central Texas Annual Meeting, 

St. Theresa Parish, Austin, 5:30 p.m. 
Sept. 10: Diocesan Health Care Forum, St. Joseph 

Health Regional Hospital, Bryan, 10 a.m.
Sept. 11: Scout Mass, St. Joseph Parish, Bryan, 10 

a.m.
Sept. 12: Confirmation, St. Charles Borromeo, King-

sland, (joined by Our Lady of the Lake Mission, 
Sunrise Beach), 9 a.m.

Sept. 11: The annual Scouting Bishop’s Rec-
ognition Mass will begin at 10 a.m. Details: 
(512) 949-2464.

Sept. 17-19: “Together in God’s Love” is a 
retreat for couples preparing to receive 
the sacrament of matrimony. It focuses on 
Catholic marriage as a visible sign of the 
Holy Trinity and the relationship of Christ 
to the Church. The weekend includes talks 
on faith, communication, sexuality and 
stewardship in the context of a Catholic 
marriage. Details: (512) 949-2487 or  
luisa-depoo@austindiocese.org.

Sept. 19: Holy Trinity Parish in Corn Hill 
will host its annual Bazaar on the parish 
grounds. Mass will be celebrated at 10:30 
a.m. A barbecue and fried chicken dinner 
will be served from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. (adults 
$12/children $6). There will be live polka 
music during the meal, children’s games, 
live and silent auctions and kolaches for 
sale. Hamburgers will be available at 2:30 
p.m. Details: www.holytrinityofcornhill.org.

Sept. 26: St. Elizabeth of Hungary Parish in 
Pflugerville will host its annual Fiesta from 
10:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. on the parish grounds. 
Activities include live music, dancing, 
games for all ages, live and silent auctions 
and fun for the whole family. Details: www.
stelizabethpf.org.

Sept. 26: St. Martin Parish in Tours will host 
its annual Picnic from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. on 
the parish grounds. A fried chicken and 

sausage dinner with green beans, dressing 
and cole slaw will be served for $12 per 
plate. A live auction will begin at 1 p.m. 
There will also be a country store, games 
for all ages and fun for the whole family. 
Details: stmartins.tours@gmail.com.

Sept. 30: The Red Mass will be celebrated 
at 6 p.m. at St. Mary Cathedral in Austin. 
This is a Mass of the Holy Spirit celebrated 
annually at the opening of the judicial year. 
All are welcome. 

Burse
The Diocesan Council of Catholic Wom-

en has completed a burse for the Clerical 
Endowment Fund (CEF) in honor of Father 
Victor Mayorga and Father Harry Dean Jr. 
The totals for the burse as of May 30 are 

listed below by council.
Austin $769.00
Bastrop/Lockhart $544.00
Brenham/La Grange $1,214.00 
Bryan/College Station $4,417.00
Killeen/Temple $1,670.00
Waco $4,865.00 
Previous Balance $1,932.00
Total $12,987.00
The Clerical Endowment Fund provides 

low-cost loans to parishes. Interest from the 
loans is used to educate diocesan seminari-
ans. For information, contact Judy Edwards at 
(979) 846-0617.
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ENTREVISTA  AL  SEÑOR  OBISPO

El Obispo José S.  
Vásquez es el quinto 
obispo de la Diócesis 
de Austin, que es 
el hogar de más de 
610,000 Católicos.

Editora: Señor Obispo, este mes 
continuamos nuestra serie sobre la 
Misa mientras discutimos la Liturgia 
de la Palabra ¿Nos daría un desglose 
de esta parte de la Misa?

Obispo Vásquez: La Liturgia de la 
Palabra es esencial para la celebración 
de la Eucaristía. La Liturgia de la 
Palabra se enfoca primordialmente en 
las lecturas de la Sagrada Escritura, 
por lo tanto, siempre debe dársele gran 
reverencia y atención. La Constitución 
de la Sagrada Liturgia del Concilio 
Vaticano II dice, “A fin de que la mesa 
de la palabra de Dios se prepare con 
más abundancia para los fieles ábranse 
con mayor amplitud los tesoros de la 
Biblia”. Esta es una manera excelente 
de mirar a las sagradas Escrituras – La 
sagrada palabra de Dios debe ser de- 
rramada ampliamente para que la gen-
te se nutra de ella.

La Liturgia de la Palabra es esen-
cialmente la primera parte de la Misa; 
es seguida por la Liturgia de la Euca- 
ristía. Durante la Liturgia de la Pal-
abra, un lector lee las Sagradas Escrit-
uras, un cantor nos guía en el canto 
del Salmo y un sacerdote o diácono 
proclama el Evangelio. Entonces, 
escuchamos la homilía durante la cual 
el sacerdote o diácono abre la palabra 
de Dios para la gente. En seguida, 
profesamos como asamblea nuestra fe 
orando el Credo.

Finalmente, ofrecemos la Oraciones 
de los Fieles, en las que acudimos a 
Dios y le pedimos que tenga presente 
nuestras necesidades.  Pedimos por los 
que están enfermos y por los que han 
fallecido. Estas oraciones no son solo 
por nuestras necesidades personales, 
también incluyen las necesidades del 
mundo entero.

Editora: Explique la importancia 
de la preparación del lector/diácono/
sacerdote para proclamar la Palabra.

Obispo Vásquez: Los lectores deben 
de estar bien entrenados para procla-
mar las Sagradas Escrituras. Necesi-
tamos personas laicas bien instruidas, 

preparadas y que cuidadosa-
mente hayan meditado y 
orado con la Palabra de 
Dios. Su lectura debe invitar 
a la congregación a que 
abramos nuestros oídos y 
corazones a la Palabra de 
Dios, para escuchar con 
atención y permitir que la 
Palabra penetre en nues-
tras vidas. También pienso 
que es importante que los 
lectores estén entrenados 
para usar su tono,  veloci-
dad, inflexión y volumen 
de manera que los fieles 
puedan verdaderamente 
experimentar la Palabra de 
Dios. Todas estas habili-
dades son importantes para 
involucrar a la congregación 
en la Liturgia de la Palabra. Funda-
mentalmente, el lector debe proclamar 
con voz clara la Buena Nueva que ha 
cambiado sus vidas. Desafortunada-
mente, nos hemos acostumbrado a leer 
junto con ellos en lugar de escuchar a 
la Palabra de Dios siendo proclamada.

El diácono o sacerdote que procla-
ma el Evangelio y/o da la homilía debe 
también estar bien preparado. Animo 
a los lectores y al clero a estudiar la 
Palabra de Dios, orar con las lecturas 
y meditar sobre ellas, para que puedan 
compartirlas de manera apropiada con 
el pueblo de Dios. Durante la Misa, 
somos alimentados, no solamente por 
la Eucaristía, sino pero también por la 
Palabra de Dios. Ellas están conecta-
das íntimamente. 

Ya sea que un diácono, sacerdote u 
obispo dé la homilía, él debe estudiar 
las Sagradas Escrituras y presentarlas 
de una manera que le hable al pueblo 
de Dios. La homilía debe fortalecer la 
fe de los que escuchan para que sigan 
a Cristo de manera más fiel y alegre.

Editora: ¿Cómo se seleccionan las 
lecturas para cada Misa?

Obispo Vásquez: Nuestro lecciona-
rio actual fue establecido después del 
Concilio Vaticano II. El leccionario 
dominical tiene tres ciclos: A, B y C; 
el leccionario semanal tiene el Año 
I (leído en años impares) y el Año II 
(leído en años pares). En domingos, 

el Año A se enfoca en el Evangelio de 
Mateo. El año B se enfoca en el Evan-
gelio de Marcos y Lucas es el foco del 
Año C. El Evangelio de Juan es leído 
durante la temporada de Pascua y de 
Navidad.

La idea detrás de estos ciclos es que, 
después de tres años, hayamos es-
cuchado la mayor parte de la Biblia, la 
historia de nuestra salvación. Aunque 
puede que no escuchemos cada capítulo 
o versículo de cada libro en la Biblia, se 
nos otorga una mayor apreciación de 
las Sagradas Escrituras y de las en-
señanzas encontradas en ellas.

En la Misa Dominical, nuestra 
primera lectura viene de las Escritu-
ras Hebreas del Antiguo Testamento 
(durante la Pascua, la primera lectura 

es de los Hechos de los Apóstoles). 
Después tenemos el salmo responsorial, 
que incluye cantos de gozo, sufrimien-
to, agradecimiento y apreciación de la 
misericordia de Dios. La segunda lectu-
ra es tomada típicamente de alguna de 
las cartas de San Pablo. Él escribió a los 
Colosenses, Corintios, Efesios, etc. para 
ayudarles a vivir vidas comprometi-
das con Cristo. Para San Pablo, Cristo 
está vivo y es real en las vidas de todos 
los Cristianos. Como un apóstol, él 
verdaderamente se preocupaba por su 
gente, y, en términos osados, escribió 
sobre la vida Cristiana y sobre cómo 
practicar la fe.

El Evangelio es el pináculo de la 
Liturgia de la Palabra. Le damos la 
bienvenida al Evangelio al cantar el 
“Aleluya” y nos preparamos para es-
cuchar las palabras de Cristo. El Libro 
de los Evangelios es cargado en pro- 
minencia; con frecuencia está lam-
inado en oro y es elevado para que 
la congregación pueda mostrarle 
reverencia. Mientras que comienza 
el Evangelio, hacemos la señal de la 
cruz en nuestra frente, labios y cora-
zones orando por que la palabra llene 
nuestras mentes, bocas y corazones. 
De manera final, y agradecidamente, 
Cristo nos habla en el Evangelio dán-
donos la Buena Nueva de salvación, 
que nos da vida y nos trae alegría.

Editora: ¿Cuál es su oración por 
todos nosotros mientras que lle-
vamos y/o recibimos la Palabra de 
Dios?

Obispo Vásquez: Oro por que, 
como ministros y laicos, siempre 
tengamos hambre de la Palabra de 
Dios. Que crezcamos en el amor por la 
Palabra de Dios, para que sea entre-
gada de manera auténtica al pueblo de 
Dios. Que mientras que escuchamos 
la Palabra de Dios año con año, nos 
convirtamos en verdaderos discípu-
los de Jesucristo que vive y reina por 
siempre. Amén.

El Obispo José Vásquez da una homilía duran-
te Misa en Sacred Heart Parish en Austin. “La 
homilía debe fortalecer la fe de los que es-
cuchan para que sigan a Cristo de manera más 
fiel y alegre”.  (Foto por Mark Leatherman) 

Que la Palabra de Dios transforme nuestras mentes y corazones

La Liturgia de la Palabra es esencialmente la primera parte de la Misa; es 
seguida por la Liturgia de la Eucaristía. 
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Por Darci Swisher | Corresponsal

El Obispo José Vásquez celebró 
paladas litúrgicas iniciales en junio 
para tres nuevas iglesias que se están 
construyendo una tras la otra en el  
anillo este de Austin, una novedad 
para la Diócesis de Austin. 

“Esta es solo una señal más del 
crecimiento en la diócesis a medida 
que comenzamos a construir estas 
nuevas iglesias aquí en el extremo este 
de la ciudad de Austin,” dijo el Obispo 
Vásquez en la primera inauguración, 
en St. Joseph Parish en Manor, el 16 de 
junio. “Por favor, oren por nosotros al 
comenzar este proyecto”. 

Las paladas iniciales continuaron el 
19 de junio en Santa Barbara Parish y 
San Francisco Javier Parish en Austin. 
Todas incluyeron la Liturgia de la  
Palabra y una bendición, con la huella 
de las nuevas iglesias marcadas y 
cruces de madera erigidas donde se 
colocarán los altares.

La construcción de las iglesias está 

Ha comenzado la construcción en tres nuevas iglesias
siendo financiada con dona-
ciones de la campaña Encon-
trando a Cristo, que recaudó 
$97.5 millones –– 114% de su 
meta de $85 millones –– para 
fortalecer parroquias y minis-
terios en el centro de Texas. La 
diócesis reservó $10 millones 
de la campaña para construir 
estas tres nuevas  
iglesias, así como una cuarta 
que se construirá en Sacred 
Heart Parish en Elgin. 

“Hoy, hemos comenzado 
la construcción de nuestra 
nueva iglesia, que han estado 
esperando durante muchos, 
muchos años,” dijo el Padre 
Henry Cuellar Jr., adminis-
trador de St. Joseph Parish en Manor. 
“La comunidad de Saint Joseph es una 
comunidad muy unida, y esta es una 
expresión vibrante del crecimiento y 
el amor de Cristo que comparten aquí 
como una familia. Estamos muy felices 
y gozosos por esta gran celebración, 
y esperamos el día en que podamos 

consagrar nuestra nueva iglesia”.
St. Joseph estableció un fondo de 

construcción hace 25 años y ya había 
comprado la propiedad, de acuerdo a 
Rita Jonse, miembro de toda la vida. 
“Teníamos cinco acres y ahora nos 
quedan chicos,” dijo. “Es como le 
dije al obispo, no es que queramos la 
iglesia. Necesitamos la iglesia”. Ella 
agregó: “Solo tenemos que agradecer al 
buen Dios por nuestras bendiciones”. 
El crecimiento demográfico reciente 
ha extendido las cuatro parroquias a 
lo largo del corredor I-35 al este de 
Austin más allá de sus capacidades 
físicas y ministeriales. Actualmente 
solo hay alrededor de 1,400 asientos 
disponibles para los 52,000 Católicos 
estimados que se han asentado en esta 
área en el extremo este de Austin, y 
las parroquias actuales no tienen la 
capacidad financiera para construir los 
grandes espacios de culto que ahora 
requieren.

“Esta iglesia es muy importante 
para mí porque todos nosotros aquí en 
esta iglesia, somos como una familia, 
todos nos ayudamos unos a otros,” 
dijo Jessica Jaramillo, parroquiana de 
Santa Barbara Parish. “Este edificio es 
una demostración de lo que estamos 
haciendo para aumentar nuestra fe y 
estar con Cristo”. Patrick Baker, direc-
tor de planificación de instalaciones 
de la Diócesis de Austin, detalló los 
pasos que se están tomando durante el 
proceso de construcción para garan-
tizar que las donaciones de la campaña 

se utilicen sabiamente. San Francisco 
Javier, Santa Bárbara y St. Joseph ten-
drán planos idénticos y los de Sacred 
Heart serán similares. Cada uno ten-
drá elevaciones frontales indivi- 
duales, esquemas de colores interiores 
y obras de arte. Se están utilizando 
los mismos arquitectos, ingenieros 
y contratistas, y las iglesias se están 
construyendo con marcos de acero 
prediseñados.

Además, la construcción de las 
primeras tres iglesias comenzará con 
dos o tres semanas de diferencia, lo que 
permitirá a los equipos de construcción 
moverse sin problemas de un sitio a 
otro, dijo Baker. Los ahorros serán “lo 
suficientemente sustanciales como 
para que valga la pena”. Las hermanas 
Sylvia Vallejo Zachmann y los abuelos 
de Blanca Vallejo ayudaron a construir 
la iglesia original en San Francisco 
Javier Parish. Los hermanos están ha-
ciendo su parte para ayudar a construir 
la nueva iglesia al ser voluntarios en el 
comité de la campaña Encontrando a 
Cristo de San Francisco Javier Parish. 
“Este es un sueño hecho realidad,” 
dijo Zachmann. “Durante los últimos 
30 años, hemos estado esperando una 
nueva iglesia”. Vallejo agregó: “Esta-
mos muy emocionados de estar aquí en 
los terrenos de nuestra nueva iglesia 
después de todos los sueños. Mis 
padres y abuelos fueron parte de esa 
primera iglesia, y ahora yo soy parte 
de esta. No puedo esperar a ver cuando 
esté todo construido y listo”.

En junio, el Obispo Vásquez lideró ceremonias de paladas iniciales de tres nuevas iglesias en el ex-
tremo este de la ciudad de Austin. St. Joseph Parish en Manor, Santa Barbara Parish y San Francisco 
Javier Parish en Austin comenzarán la construcción de nuevas iglesias en las próximas semanas. Los 
fondos para las construcciones provienen de  donaciones para la campaña de Encontrando a Cristo. 
(Foto por Gabriel Luján)
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Por Alfredo E. Cardenas | Corresponsal

Las parroquias a lo largo de la 
Diócesis de Austin están emergiendo 
de la pandemia del COVID-19 con 
nueva energía y un renovado sentido 
de misión. Tal es el caso de Christ the 
King Parish en Belton, donde el Padre 
Sang Quan está emprendiendo la  
construcción de un nuevo Centro de 
Vida Familiar y “construyendo a la 
gente para que se convierta (en dis-
cípulos de Cristo”.

La parroquia usó su Festival anual 
de Primavera, llevado a cabo el 2 de 
mayo, como un trampolín para comen-
zar una nueva campaña capital y reunir 
a la gente como una comunidad de fe. 
El festival anual contribuye 10% del 
presupuesto anual de la parroquia. 

“Fue un gran evento,” dijo el Padre 
Quan. “La parroquia y los vecinos se 
reunieron como una comunidad para 
disfrutar de las bondades de Dios”.

Reunirse como una comunidad no 
era el sello característico de Christ 
the King antes de que el Obispo Louis 
J. Reicher la designara una misión 
en 1969. Ese año, el Obispo Reicher  
pidió al Padre Frederick Schmidt de 
Round Rock que realizara un censo 
de los Católicos en Belton. El Padre 
Schmidth reportó 100 familias mexica-
nas y 15 anglosajonas.

 “Las comunidades mexicanas y 
anglosajonas realizaban reuniones 
separadas para planear una iglesia, y 
los sentimientos fueron heridos como 
resultado de esto,” escribió el Padre 

Schmidt al obispo. “Dadas las ten-
siones reales ocurriendo en el país, 
parecía imposible que una sola iglesia 
Católica pudiera convertirse en reali-
dad”.

Pero sí se convirtió en realidad. El 
Obispo Reicher avisó que no apro-
baría dos iglesias Católicas; él insistió 
que los dos grupos se reunieran para 
obtener sus bendiciones, y ellos lo 
hicieron así. Las diferencias étnicas 
no fueron el único obstáculo para el 
establecimiento de una iglesia Católi-
ca. Los no Católicos en la comunidad 
predominantemente protestante no 
recibían bien a los Católicos, pero el 
padre Schmidth siguió trabajando a 
insistencia del obispo Reicher. Pare-
cía que no había lugar para que los 
Católicos se reunieran excepto en sus 
hogares; sin embargo, eventualmente, 
La American Legion proveyó el espa-
cio en su salón para que los Católicos 
celebraran Misa dominical.

Los parroquianos de Christ the King 
hoy continúan construyendo la iglesia 
de Cristo en Belton con su espíritu de 
familia y comunidad que ganaron con 
tanto esfuerzo. La intención del Padre 
Quan es que los parroquianos “discier-
nan el movimiento del Espíritu para 
descubrir lo que Dios está haciendo” 
con y por ellos. El Festival de Prima-
vera proveyó de un ambiente ideal; el 
clima era perfecto para que todos se 
reunieran, se colocaron carpas para 
observar el distanciamiento social en 
el exterior, y aquellos que asistieron 
tomaron todas las precauciones razon-
ables. Los resultados fueron un gran 

éxito.
Ahora la parroquia está avanzando 

con confianza con su nuevo proyecto 
— construir un nuevo Centro de Vida 
Familiar. La planeación (planifica-
cion) empezó el año pasado con una 
encuesta entre (a) los parroquianos. 
Después de revisar los planes previa-
mente desarrollados, la necesidad de 
un nuevo lugar de reunión brincó del 
último lugar al primero, en el orden 
de las necesidades parroquiales. Por lo 
tanto, el Centro de Vida Familiar será 
la “pieza central” de las futuras mejo-
ras parroquiales.

 “Necesitamos un lugar cuyo uso sea 
flexible,” dijo el Padre Quan. “Deberá 
tener espacios para reuniones grandes 
y para no tan grandes y  y una cocina 
de servicios completos”. 

La retroalimentación de los parro- 
quianos determinó que una nueva 
instalación debería reemplazar al 
existente Salón Parroquial, que se ha 
vuelto obsoleto. Esta estructura será 
el tercer salón comunitario construido 
en Christ the King y será diferente a su 
diseño actual. Los salones anterio- 
res eran un edificio grande adecuado 
para grandes reuniones pero no eran lo 
suficientemente flexibles para acomo-
dar eventos más pequeños tales como 
reuniones ministeriales.

La estructura propuesta tendrá 
la posibilidad de que los usuarios 
puedan mover  paredes para dividir 
áreas más largas o más pequeñas, 
dependiendo de la necesidad del 
evento o reunión. Los planes son con-
struir el Centro de Vida Familiar en 

el lugar del actual Salón Parroquial. 
El constructor usará  la misma losa, 
expandiéndola para cubrir las necesi-
dades actuales.

El próximo paso en el proceso es 
contratar a un arquitecto para que 
diseñe el edificio y entonces aprox-
imarse a importantes benefactores 
para que se inicie la obtención de 
las finanzas.  Finalmente, al final del 
verano o principio del otoño, la Fase 
3 entrará en efecto, la cual implica 
solicitar la participación de los parro-
quianos en una campaña capital.

Mientras se celebraba el sacra-
mento de la confirmación en Christ 
the King el 8 de mayo, el Obispo José 
Vásquez dijo a los confirmados y 
parroquianos que “conectamos con 
el Señor Jesús a través de la oración y 
las meditaciones, dentro del contexto 
de esta comunidad. No fuimos hechos 
para ser guardabosques solitarios, 
para tomar un camino individualis-
ta hacia la salvación. Nos salvamos 
porque estamos conectados a la vid”. 

El Padre Quan espera con ansias 
el futuro de esta parroquia, la cual se 
encuentra en el corazón de una parte 
de la diócesis en rápido crecimiento. 

 “Jesús es el Pastor; somos sus su- 
bordinados,” dijo el domingo del Buen 
Pastor. “Estamos aquí para servir.” 

La parroquia de Cristo Rey se 
encuentra en las etapas iniciales de 
su campaña capital, si desea ayudar y  
obtener más información los invitamos 
a que se comunique con la parroquia al 
(254) 939-0806.  También puede visitar 
la página www.ctkbelton.org. 

Parroquia de Belton inicia campaña para construir un nuevo centro familiar

El Obispo José Vásquez ordenó a los Padres Enrique Sada-Coeto y Callan Sweeney el 5 de 
junio en St. Vincent de Paul Parish en Austin. El Padre Sada-Coeto, que creció en México y se 
unió a la diócesis cuando estudiaba en la Universidad de Texas en Austin, ha sido designado 
pastor asociado de St. Elizabeth of Hungary Parish en Pflugerville. El Padre Sweeney, cuya 
ordenación fue co-patrocinada por la Diócesis de Austin y la Arquidiócesis para los Servi-
cios Militares, ha sido designado pastor asociado de St. Thomas More Parish en Austin. El 
Arzobispo Timothy P. Broglio de la Arquidiócesis para los Servicios Militares estuvo también 
presente en la ordenación. (Foto por Arlen Nydam)

El Obispo Vásquez ordenó a dos sacerdotes 
diocesanos el 5 de junio
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LA IGLESIA DOMÉSTICA

Ética e Integridad en el Ministerio (EIM)
Todo clero, religioso, seminarista, empleado y adultos voluntarios sirviendo en un mini- 
sterio que requiera el cumplimiento con EIM debe entregar una Aplicación para el Min-
isterio de EIM (sólo una vez) y asistir a un taller de EIM al menos una vez cada tres año. 

Vaya a eappsdb.com/austin para enviar una nueva aplicación o para entrar a su cuenta 
existente para encontrar una lista de los talleres e inscribirse. Nuevos aplicantes y apli-
cantes existentes que nunca han asistido a un Taller de EIM, deberán atender un Taller de 
EIM en persona para cumplir con el requisito inicial de EIM.

El Entrenamiento de EIM en línea llenará el cumplimiento de los requerimientos de EIM 
sólo de aplicantes que tienen una cuenta existente de EIM y han asistido a un Taller de 
EIM, y está disponible en austindiocese.org/taller-de-eim. Contacte al administrador de 
sitio de EIM de su parroquia si necesita una aplicación de EIM en papel o cualquier otra 
asistencia.

Cristo Nuestra Esperanza es 28 de agosto
La Secretaría de Vida, Caridad y Justicia de la Diócesis de Austin llevará a 

cabo una reunión que congregará a líderes y voluntarios parroquiales cuya fe los 
inspira a responder a los desafíos actuales relacionados con la evangelización en 
la sociedad contemporánea, el liderazgo laico, la pobreza, la injusticia y la pro-
moción de la vida humana y su dignidad. Acompáñenos el sábado 28 de agosto 
de 8 a.m. a 12 p.m. en la parroquia de St. Elizabeth of Hungary en Pflugerville. 
Visite www.austindiocese.org/cristo-nuestra-esperanza para más información o 
inscripciones.

Por Jennifer Kirsch | Columnista Invitada

En el 2017, La Conferencia de 
Obispos Católicos de Estados Unidos 
dijo, “… la Iglesia reconoce que cada 
comunidad parroquial incluye miem-
bros con capacidades diferentes y 
desea fervientemente su participación 
activa”. De acuerdo con el U.S. Census 
Bureau, una de cada tres familias tiene 
un miembro con alguna capacidad dif-
erente.  La dignidad de cada persona 
de nacer, vivir y tener acceso al Cuerpo 
de Cristo es una enseñanza hermosa 
de nuestra fe Católica y es central en el 
llamado de Jesús. Por lo tanto, ¿cómo 
podemos, cada uno de nosotros, em-
poderarnos mutuamente como valiosos 
miembros del Cuerpo de Cristo?

Hace más de un año, las familias en 
Austin se reunieron con la indicación 
de que existía una mayor necesidad 
de servir en ministerio a familias de 
niños con necesidades especiales. Con 
la oración como base, discernimos que 
concientizar y disipar miedos eran 
las primeras necesidades en nuestras 
comunidades. Por lo tanto, adaptamos 
una guía de Cuaresma que incluía 
historias de santos especiales con 
discapacidades, subrayando que todos 
estamos hechos a imagen y semejanza 
de Dios y cada uno de nosotros está 
creado para el amor.

Nombramos a nuestro grupo, “Los 
Juníperos,” por un padre franciscano, 
el Hermano Junípero de quien San 
Francisco dijo que necesitaban existir 
100 más como él y quien, muy posible-
mente, tenía una discapacidad intelec-
tual.

Mientras escuchábamos a los padres 
de niños con capacidades especiales, 
se hizo evidente que muchos luchaban 
para llevar a sus hijos a la iglesia  y 
tenían pocas esperanzas de asistir a 
Misa como una familia. Muchos niños 
con necesidades especiales tienen 

problemas 
sensoriales y la 
fuerte ilumi-
nación o cierto 
tipo de cantos 
pueden ser 
motivos de comportamientos inespera-
dos. Como resultado, la familia entera 
puede que deje de asistir a Misa.

Un profundo deseo de muchos 
padres es ser acompañados en su viaje. 
Este acompañamiento es clave para 
una auténtica inclusión. Por lo tan-
to, nos dimos cuenta de que nuestra 
prioridad como grupo era ayudar a 
proveer de acceso a la Eucaristía a la 

familia entera. Comenzamos a apren-
der sobre cuales son las Misas más 
adecuadas para personas con pro- 
blemas sensoriales.

¿Qué podemos hacer, cada uno 
de nosotros, para que la liturgia y 
las otras catequesis sean accesibles, 
ricas y con un sentido de pertenencia? 
Como el Cuerpo de Cristo, podemos 
dar la bienvenida a todas las familias. 
Podemos proveer de acomodamien-
tos en el contexto de la liturgia y 
en los ambientes educacionales, ser 
pacientes y amorosos (especialmente 
cuando personas con discapacidades 
puede que se comporten de manera 
distinta) y usar un lenguaje que ponga 
en primer lugar a las personas, como 
cuando nos referimos al niño que tiene 
autismo y no al niño autista.

BethAnn Adam, miembro junior, y 
su esposo, Chad tiene tres niños con 
necesidades especiales, de edades 8, 6 
y 4. Ella  comenta que nadie espera que 
alguno de sus hijos tenga necesidades 
especiales, y aún menos que tres de 
ellos las tengan.

“Pero este 
viaje ha sido la 
mayor bendi-
ción de nuestras 
vidas….está lleno 
de otras cosas 

también: tristeza, preocupación y 
estrés, pero la mayor cosa que veo es 
amor. El amor que tienen por Jesús es 
fantástico y tan puro. Ellos derraman 
ese amor en todos y en mi esposo y en 
mí. La relación que mi familia tiene 
con Dios es devota,” dijo. “Oramos 
mucho, especialmente por nuestras 
‘diferencias cerebrales,’. Mi hijo mayor 
tiene una lesión cerebral debido a una 

sepsis, y los dos más jóvenes tienen 
epilepsia. Los tres tiene un desorden 
genético raro que viene con un grupo 
de complicaciones. Estamos en terapia 
física, ocupacional, de lenguaje y con 
citas médicas al menos cuatro días de 
la semana, usualmente cinco, pero  
tenemos alrededor de uno o dos vi-
ernes libres al mes. Estamos ocupados, 
pero siempre estamos juntos y rién-
donos. La fe y la familia son nuestros 
más grandes tesoros”.

Yo también soy madre de un niño 
con necesidades especiales, y he sido 
bendecida con la presencia de nuestro 
hijo en nuestra familia y también al 
conocer tantas familias que van cre- 
ciendo en humildad y paciencia. Estar 
enraizada en la fe y ser acompañada 
por otros que enfrentan este viaje en el 
momento de un diagnóstico y a través 

del viaje, es crítico. Poco después del 
nacimiento de mi hijo, recuerdo que la 
madre de un niño con necesidades es-
peciales me dijo, “Tus momentos altos 
serán más altos, y tus momentos bajos, 
serán más bajos”.

Más Recientemente, estuve muy 
agradecida por un maestro, que tenía 
un hijo con necesidades especiales. El 
maestro verdaderamente acompañó 
a mi hijo y a nuestra familia entera. 
Aunque existían obstáculos con-
ductuales, conversaciones difíciles y 
muchas oportunidades para mejorar, 
pudimos celebrar los logros de mi hijo.

Los Juníperos nos reunimos vir-
tualmente una vez al mes e invitamos 
a oradores de todas partes del país, 
aprendiendo y orando con ellos. Al-
gunos temas que estamos explorando y 
cubriremos  el próximo año serán Mi-
sas amigables para personas con prob-
lemas sensoriales, estilos de oración 
de varias modalidades, días para la 
diversión familiar, recursos accesibles 
para la catequesis, lecciones para el 
hogar de la Catequesis del Buen Pas-
tor, prácticas académicas basadas en la 
experiencia y el enseñar virtud a niños 
con necesidades especiales.

Al apoyarnos mutuamente, todos 
crecemos en virtud y entendemos 
más profundamente qué significa ser 
el Cuerpo de Cristo. Cada encuentro 
hace una diferencia para el niño con 
necesidades especiales y para todos los 
miembros de su familia.

Todos los hijos e hijas de Dios en el Año de la Iglesia Doméstica

Jennifer Kirsch vive en Austin y es parroqui-
ana de St. Austin Parish. Para mayor infor-
mación sobre cómo unirse a la comunidad de 
los Juníperos, envíe un correo electrónico a 
jenandpaul.kirsh@gmail.com.

Mientras escuchábamos a los padres de niños con capacidades  
especiales, se hizo evidente que muchos luchaban para llevar a sus hijos 
a la iglesia  y tenían pocas esperanzas de asistir a Misa como una familia.
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Father Craig DeYoung, who was recently re-assigned to St. 
Louis Parish in Austin, commemorated his four-year term 
at Our Lady of Wisdom Parish in San Marcos with a jump 

into the river with several Texas State graduates. Our Lady 
of Wisdom University Parish held a candlelight service and 

pancake breakfast for students as they entered finals week 
on May 3. (Photos courtesy Maritza Martinez)

Bishop Joe Vásquez, 
alongside Fathers 

Will Straten and Chris 
Smith, broke ground 

on the new church 
at St. Mary Catholic 

Center in College 
Station on May 19. The 

new church, which 
will seat nearly 1,500 

people, is expected to 
be completed at the 

end of 2022. (Photo by 
Allison Holdridge)

The Temple KJT Society # 114 pre-
sented a $800 check to St. Mary 

Catholic School in Temple to 
fund Catholic education. Funds 
were raised through Fish Fries, 

KJT Home Office Grant Funds and 
additional funds contributed by 

KJT Society # 114. (Photo courtesy 
Eugene G. Pavlat)

The KJT Society presented St. 
John the Baptist Parish in Fay-
etteville a $500 check from the 
Home Office thanks to a COVID 
grant. (Photo courtesy Emil 
Sodolak)

The Waco KJT presented COVID 
grant checks to Father Ryan Higdon 

for St. Louis Parish in Waco and 
St. Philip Mission in China Spring. 

(Photo courtesy Amy Viertel)

Father Moses Iyogwoya (right), associate 
pastor of St. Theresa Parish in Austin, as-
sisted the McElwee Family in their victory 
at the St. Theresa sand volleyball tourna-
ment fundraiser for youth ministry. Eighth 
graders from St. Theresa Catholic School in 
Austin celebrated their graduation. (Pho-
tos courtesy Linda Gockel)

St. Patrick Parish in Hutto 
recently completed its latest 
Alpha program sessions. This 
is an 11-week program aimed 

at educating people about 
God, Jesus and the Holy Spirit, 

etc.  (Photo courtesy Hank 
Thoresz, OFS)

St. John Vianney Parish in Round Rock hon-
ored 22 graduating seniors and the local 
Knights of Columbus Council gave out 11 

scholarships after Mass on May 16. (Photos 
courtesy Rilla Chaka)

Boy Scouts and parishio-
ners from St. Mary Parish 

in Brenham installed a 
walking rosary around 
a statue of Mary in the 

parish courtyard. The 
project was designed 

by Andrew Zschech as 
his Eagle Scout Project. 

(Photo courtesy Michelle 
Zschech)
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Msgr. Louis Pavlicek celebrated the 50th 
anniversary of his ordination to priesthood 
on May 22 at St. Mary Parish in Frydex in the 
Archdiocese of Galveston Houston. (Photo 
courtesy Deacon Mike Forbes)

St. Martin Parish in Tours and St. Joseph 
Mission in Elk honored Father Walter Dhanwar 

as he celebrated his 30th anniversary to 
the priesthood during May. (Photo courtesy 

Beverly Polansky)

St. Ann Parish in Somerville brought togeth-
er nearly 1,000 people to celebrate the feast 
of Pentecost. The day included praise and 
worship, Mass and a concert. (Photos cour-
tesy Araceli Gómez)

The Knights of Colum-
bus #10012 of Our Lady 
of Guadalupe in Taylor 
hosted its annual golf 
tournament on May 
15. (Photo courtesy 
Elizabeth Chavana)

St. Joseph Parish in Dime Box celebrated first 
Holy Communion on April 24. Gracie A. Aguilar, a 
parishioner and graduating senior, was awarded 

Randy Kocurek Scholarship on May 22. (Photos 
courtesy Ida Schuman)

Santa Cruz Parish in Buda hosts 
“What-a-youth nights” once a week 
with the youth; Father Jesse Marti-
nez attends as well. (Photo courtesy 
Jesca Rodriguez)

Every day during May, a group of parishioners at Sacred Heart Par-
ish in Waco gathered to pray the rosary. Their intentions included the 
church, the diocese and their parish. (Photo courtesy Frances Lopez)

The St. Vincent de Paul Conference at Queen of Angels Chapel and Emmaus 
Parish in Lakeway collected plastic bags to make mats for those experi-
encing homelessness in the Austin area. (Photo courtesy Katie Schneider)

Two young women recently became members of the 
Catholic Daughters of the Americas, Maria Galante, #115. 
The court is the oldest in the state. (Photo courtesy 
Catherine Longoria)


